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Jon xviti. 36. Jeſus anſwered, My Kingdom is not of 
this World. 

Mar. xvi. 24. Then ſaid Jeſus unto his Diſciples, If any 
Man will came after me, let him deny himſelf, and take 
up his Crofry and follow me. 

RO M. viii. 13. He live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but 
if ye thro* the Spirit do mortify the deeds of Body, ye ſhall 
tive, For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the Sons of God. | 
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HE treatiſe of which the following 1s 
an extract, was written in the German 
Naguage, about two hundred and fifty years 
; go, and fince tranſlated into the French. — 
ho" the reader is not to expect elegancy 
bt language, in writings of that age; yet, 
1 t is thought, the plainneſs and honeſt im- 
Plicity of the author, who had ſolely the 
Iwendment of the hearts of his readers in 
ie; and the divine unction which attends 
i writings, will make it acceptable and 
1 rolitable to the > awakened, unprejudiced 
$0 1irers, of every N denomination. 
. in the firſt ages of chriſtianity, humility 
d contrition of heart towards God,andlove 
4 wards men, were taught to be the moſt ac- 
&cpt:bleſacrifice; andacompliance with thoſe 
$r:ctical precepts ſo ſtrongly enjoined, by our 
aviour, was looked upon as the foundation 
true diſcipleſhip and certain teſt of our af- 
ction to him, John xiv. 1 5. If ye love me (ſaith 
15 blefſed Redeemer), keep my commandments. 
n xv. 14. Te are my friends, if ye do what- 


wer] uns 6 Again, John xv.8. Here- 
ny heave Farben glorified, that ye bring 
tt much _ 


fruit, And that none might 
miſtake 
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miſtake the true way to everlaſting life, he 
concludes the epts he delivered con- 
cerning it, with theſe remarkable words, 
Mat. vii. 24+—Wheſeever heareth theſe ſayings 
of mine, and doth them, I will liken him unto a 
wiſe man, who built his houſe upon a rock, &c. 
This continued to be the ſtate of the 
church, till in after-ages the life of religion 
having much declined, the plain belief and 
practice of piety, founded ſolely on the power 
of the goſpel, fell to decay; in the place of 
which pomp and ſhew, ſtrange modes of wor- 
{lip and contuſed and dark opinions, till then 
unknown in the church, were introduced; 
the teachers and leaders aſſumed an autho- 
rity and reſpect from their offices, which 
before was paid only to their virtues. Hence 
diviſions and con tentions enſued, by which 
that pure charity, which before had united 
and adorned the chriſtian church, e 
dually loſt to the generality of profeſſors. 
Nevertheleſs true religion ſtill remains to 
this day, to be the power of God to ſalva- 
tion, changing and purifying the heart, and 
bringing it into true contrition and a ſub- 
miſſive reſignation to the will of God. This 
has, ever, been found to be the effect of its 
operation on all thoſe, who by devoting 
themſelves to God, are become the true fol- 
lo wers and diſciples of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Amongſt the many inſtances of this _ 
"Y hic 
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which might be mentioned, a particular one 
appeared, ſome years ago, in theſe parts, 
thro! the effectual workings of grace, on a 
number of our neighbouring Indians. Theſe 
people were very earneſt for the promotion 
of piety among themſelves, which they ap 
prehended to be the effect of an inward work, 
„hereby the heart became changed from 
bad to good F, When they were ſolicited 
to join the other Indians in the war againſt 
the Engliſh, they abſolutely refuſed, what- 
ever might be the conſequence to them- 
ſelves, even if the fighting Indians ſhould 
make faves, or as they expreſſed it, negroes 
of them, rendering this reaſon for it, That 
when God made men, he did not intend they 
ſhould hurt 6r till one anether. Upon being 
farther converſed with, in reſpect to their 


religious proſpect, he who had been the 


principal inſtrument in raiſing them to a 
ſenſe of good, gave in ſubſtance, the follow- 


ing accounts. That being by a particular 


providence brought under difficulty and 
ſorrow, he was led into a deep conſideration 
of the ſtate of things in the world, when 
leeing the folly and wickedneſs which pre- 

vailed 


ISA. xlix. 6. I will alſo give thee (i. e. Chriſt our 
Saviour) for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 
de my ſalvation to the ends of the earth. 

Jos i, 9. Who was the true light which lighterh 
£2ry man that cometh into the world. 
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vailed amongſt men, his ſorrows encreaſed. 
Nevertheleſs, being impreſſed with a belief 
that there was a great power, who had cre- 
ated all things, his mind was turned from 
beholding this lower world, to look towards 
him who had created it, and ſtrong deſires 
were begot in his heart for a further know- 
ledge of his Creator, He was then made 
ſenſible, that evil not only prevailed in the 
world, but that he himſelf partook much of 
its baneful influence, and he at laſt found 
that his own heart was bad and hard. Upon 
this great dejection and trouble ſeized his 
mind, with an inquiry, What would become 
of his ſoul! In this ſituation he cried unto 
that powerful Being who he was ſenſible had 
made the heart of man; and after a long 
time of forrow and perſeverance in ſeeking 
for help, God was pleaſed to reveal himſelf 
to his mind, and to put his goodneſs in his 
heart: He found he was, as he expreſſed it, 
raiſed above himſelf and above the world, 
and felt that his heart had undergone ſome 
a change; the hardneſs and badneſs he 

ad fo long groaned under, was taken 


away, * it was now become ſoft and ous 
e 


* EzEx1EL xxxvi. 26. A new heart alſo will I give 
you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you: and! 
will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, 
and I will give you an heart of flefh, 
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he found ſo much love to prevail in it, to 
all men, that he thought he could bear with 
their revilings and abuſes without reſent- 
ment, appearing ſenſible that as the hearts 
ot all men were bad and hard, till God made 
them good; the ill uſage he received from 
them, proceeded from the ſame evil ſeed 
under which he himſelf had ſo long groaned. 
This ſenſe of the corruption of the human 
heart, accompanied with a conſtant applica- 
tion to his Maker, to take away the bad- 
neſs and hardneſs of the heart, and make 
it ſoft and good, was what he called religion; 
and what, upon feeling the power of God 
to his comfort in his heart, he was concern- 
ed to exhort his brethren to ſeek the expe- 
rience of, in themſelves. And farther ſaid, 
that under this diſpenſation he was made 
lenſible that the ſpirit of religion, was aſpirit 
ot love, which led thoſe who obeyed it, into 
love to all men *; but that men not keeping 

to 


* That this Indian had a irue praſpect of the happy eſſeci 
of the power of the g9ſpel -flate, upon thoſe who fubout to its 
requirings, appears from many parts of ſcripture, particu- 
from the propheſy of the evangelict prophet, Iſa. chap, 
u i-—9, ** The wilderneſs and the ſolitary places ſhall be 
«© ad for them, and the deſerts ſhall rejnice, and bloſſom 
„the reſe —— I ſhall blofſom abundantly and rejoice 
ben with joy ard ſinging. T hey [hall ſee the glory of the 
iid and the excellency of our God. — An high wway ſhall he 
ther., and it ſhall be called the way of bolins/s. The way: fare - 
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viii PREFACE. 
to this ſpirit of love, an oppoſite ſpirit got 
entrance, in their hearts; that it was from 
hence, that aroſe all thoſe diſorders which ſo 
much prevail amo men. That he wa 
alſo ſenſible there was ſtill an evil ſpirit la- 
bouring to get the maſtery in his heart, in 
oppolitzon to the goſpel ſpirit ; but that thoſe 
who had been viſited by a power from God, 
and were obedient to the degree of light and 
love, he was pleaſed to favour them with, 
would be more and more ſtrengthened and 
eſtabliſhed therein. He had alſo a proſpect of 
the neceſſity of that baptiſm of ſpirit and fire 
which the ſcripturesand the experience of the 
faithful, in all ages, have teſtifiedSevery true 
diſciple of Chriſt muſt undergo; whereby, 
throꝰ mortification, and death to ſelf, the root 
of fin is deſtroyed. This he deſcribed by the 
proſpect he had of ſomething, like as an out- 
| ward fire would be to the natural body; 
which he muſt paſs thro? in order to attain 
to that purity of heart he deſired to attain, 
He farther obſerved, that whilſt he was 
anxiouſly beholding this fire, he ſaw a very 
ſmall path cloſe to the fire, by eg x 
whuch, 


ing men, though fools, ſhall not err therein, No lion flu 
be there, nor any ravenous beaſts ſhall go up thereon, it ſnal 
mot be found there; but theredeemed ſhall walk there. Chap 
Iz, 17. Iwill make thy officers peace, and thine exacten 
rtyhleoufneſs ;, wvidlence ſhall no more be heard in the land, u 
deftruſtion within thy borders ; but thou ſhall call thy wal 


fatoatimm, and thv gates praiſe, 
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which, he might go round the fire, and 
the painful tryal be avoided. This he 
underſtood to repreſent the way by which 
thoſe who were eſteemed wife had found 
means to avoid that probation they ought 
to have paſſed thro? and yet retained a name 
amongſt men, as though they had been puri- 
fed by it. Thus this Indian,untaught by books 
and unlearned in what is called divinity, ex- 
plained the myſtery of godlineſs in a plain 
and jenſible manner, and in that child-hke 
ſimplicity, which our Saviour recommends 
as the badge of acceptance with God. This 
is the wiſdom which on account of its plain- 
ness and fimplicity, has in all ages been hid 
iron the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 
only to babes, who in honeſt fincerity of 

1c:rt look ſolely to God in their diſtreſs. 
Another inſtance of the like kind, has 
lit y appeared in the caſe of the converſion 
ot 4 contiderablenumberot the Indian natives 
of Greenland &. Thoſe people were, during 
ng time, ſtrongly ſolicited to become 
converts to chriſtianity but with little or 
no ſucceſs. | 

long as the poor natives had no con- 

cept10n nor feeling of the corruption of 
hearts; nor any longing for a better 
iition, but only apprehended chriſtiani- 
a ty 


SS. . . . » 
dee David Crants's Hiſtory of Greenland, printed i 76. 
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ty to conſiſt in the repetition of creeds and 
confeſſions of truths contained in the ſcrip. 
tures, little or no impreſſion was made upon 
them. But as ſoon, as they became ſenſible gf 
the corruption and hardneſs of their hearts, 
and believed the publication of thegoſpel, to 
contain in it itſelf, a power thro? which they 
might Ye delivered from that burden of fin 
and corruption which lay upon them, the) 
embraced it with joy, and crying to God 
for power, many became the objects of re- 
deeming grace; experiencing the ſtony heart 
to be taken away, and a heart of fleſh to be 
given them. And indeed the grace which 
prevailed amongſt theſe fimple, ignorant 
people, was cauſe of amazement, and fuch 
as muſt, by its ſurprizing effect, oblige pco- f 
ple to riſe to the firſt cauſe, and acknos- i 
ledge it could not proceed but from God 
alone. The author of the hiſtory, who was 
on the ſpot, obſerves, that he could not liel 
thinking that thoſe ſceptics, who incline to 
doubt of every thing, which their reaſon 
cannot comprehend, and who deny the «fli- 
cacy of the grace, or at leaſt judge it in{ut- 
ficient, towards ting a total change of 
the minds and mbrals of men, might bc 
clearly convinced of their error, in behold- 
ing theſe Indians, who had been born and 
brought up in an uncontrouled licence, lik: 
wild bcaſts, deſtitute of education, total 

ignorant 
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gnorant of religious impreſſions; and ſo 
careleſs and remiſs, that they thought of 
nothing but what pleaſed and gratiſied their 
onward ſenſes; theſe people thro? the grace 
1nd illumination of the holy ſpirit, to be- 
com? fo diſcreet, and carefully conſiderate, 
as voluntarily to ſubmit their necks to the 
obedience of faith, and realize the great 
truths of the goſpel to their fouls, in fo ex- 
perunental and happy a manner, as to be able 
to deliver the moſt glorious teſtimonies 
thereof, with ſpirit and power, declaring to 
others, the grace which they had expe- 
ricucech in their own hearts ; which together 
with their good deportment, amongſt the 
unbelievers, adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour. 

From theſe and many more inſtances 
which might be given, it evidently appears, 
chat the goſpel is the power of God to ſal- 
Walen in all thoſe who believe, and in honeſt 
iimpiicity of heart reſign themſelves up to 
Coch. The chriſtian religion is indeed the 
{inpl0it thing in the whole world, and the 
mat caly to be underſtood it /e, is but truly 
ICI OUOCEA, in olig 22 221 
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% 1,32. To as many as received him, to them 
eve power to become the ſons of God. 


—_— „ ww 4 2 * 


© 


2 > + 


4 - *%% $i - 


— 


„ 


6ꝛ 0— 2 — 


5 a 2 * Err ** was rr 2 „* = — 5 - * way — ñ — — * = CC... - Gd 


AU T H O R's 


PREFACE. 


nE narrow path which leads to 
4 chriſtian perfection, doth not conſiſt 
in the attainment of much knowledge, 
neither in ſubtility of argument, nor yet 
in the practice of many outward works 
but it conſiſts in this, that through grace 
we crucify our fleſh, with all its fins and 
diſorderly affections, reſign ourſelves with 
hmiſſion to the will of God in all things, 
and patiently bear with the {htghts and 
abuics which may befal us from our fel- 
low men, That we Gaily take up our 
coz, and follow our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
n his life and ſufferings, and in the love 
ot our enemies: It alſo requires that we 
rengunce all inordinate love of parents, 

cluldren, or friends; and that the love 
B and 


32 GO — 2 — —— —U— —— — — 


* 
— —— —— . — — nnr R — 


4 wer, - 


— —— . — — —— oa ea w _ —— — oo. . oe — z ᷑ĩ —ñ — 


F 


1 
and deſire of riches and other earthly de. 
lights be mortified in us: Thus we may 
attain to purity of heart, and be enabled 
to love the Lord our God, with all our 
hearts, with all our ſouls and ſtrength, 
and our neighbour as ourſelves, Mat. xxii. 
37, 38. But this narrow and infallible 


path is become ſo deſert, and fo much ne- 


glected, and the love of God waxed 19 
cold, that there arc very few who are 
found walking therein. People are gene- 
rally looking towards ſenſible objects, 
. their principal deſire being that their na- 
tural appetites, their covetouſneſs, and 
their luſts may be ſatisfied: Yoo many 
being content with knowing, but not 
complying with, their Maſter's Will. 
The reader will find in this abſtract, a 
ſummary of the chriſtian religion, and of 
the means whereby we may attain to that 
purity of heart and intimate union with 

God, to which we all are called, and for 
which-we were created. 

It this little book ſhould, in the begin- 
ning appear too cloſe and ſevere; never- 
theleſs let the reader take courage and beg 
for divine help, and if he perſeveres in 
doing that which God will manifeſt in his 
heart to be his duty; he will infallibly 
meet with divine aid. 


CHAT 


— — 


CAPTTER L 


herein 1s {hewn, that if we are deſirous to live 
a truly chriſtian life, we muſt\die unto fin, and 
<ithdraw our affettions from the creatures. 


F* VERY perſon who fincerely deſires to 
be converted to God, muſt, thro' di- 
£ help, begin by fortaking all groſs fins, 
150 dying to every vicious inclination, ſuch 
a5 pri de, impurity, anger, covetouſneſs, 
hatred, ſelf-love, &c. and to all other fins, 
which are committed in thought, word or 
action. We muſt turn away from all ſenſu- 


al picafures, renounce our attachment and 


depenJance on the creatures, and from eve- 
ry thing that tends to encreaſe our natural 
corruption, and attachment to the world 
and tne things of it, and every thing where- 
in che good pleaſure and ſervice of God is 
not gun principal aim. Woe ought alſo, to 
be careful not to ſuffer our aftections to fix 
on ba icular perſons, as we are too eaſily 
led ae, by conforming to other people's 
natural diſpoſitions; but let our regard be 
c all men, even as the ſun equally enlight- 
ens the evil and the good, Mat. v. 45. All 
tnole good things which God in his provi- 

B 2 dence 


1 


dence favours us with, fhould be uſed with 
diſcretion for neceſſities, but by no means, i 
to indulge our fleſhly appetites and defitex, 
either in eating, drinking, fleeping, or other 
corporeal wants, 

And when we are thus diſpoſed, we may 
be aſſured God will freely afford every ne- 
ceſſary ſupply, in order to enable us to ful. 
fil the dutics he requires of us. 

If we ſincerely deſire to love God, we muſt, 
with fervent and humble fighs, beg for di. 
vine help, carefully watch overour thoughts, 
words and actions, in whatever we ſee, do 
or omit, upon all that paſſes both within 
and without us, ſhunning, with the greateſt 
care, all occaſions of fin, inch as ncedleſ 
company, idle converſation, &c. &c. ſo as 
continually to keep our hearts in the fear of 
God, which is as a fountain of ſpiritual 
ſtrength, with the eye of the mind bent to- 
wards him 1n reverence and love. For he 
who neglects theſe divine and powerful ſup- 
ports, will be left as a city open on all ſides, 
and become a prey to worldly mindedne{s 
and ſenſuality, and will finally be brought 
to ruin. For this reaſon we muſt exert our 
utmoſt ſtrength againſt thoſe things which 
we are ſenſible have the greateſt hold of our 
affections, that our hearts being preſerved it 
liberty, ſimplicity and purity, tree from agi. 

tation 
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tation and uneaſineſs, may not become a 
prey to any of thoſe evil deſires, fo apt to 
difpate the ſpirit and engroſs the affections. 
Thus may we, thro" timely care, overcome 
all temptations ; for he that is not careful to 
zwoid tmall evils, will gradually fall into 
greater, in which the farther he ſinks, the 
more difficult will his converſion to God be. 

Let us be particularly careful to ſhan all 
occaſion of juperfluous diſcourſe, and watch 
over our words, that we utter nothing but 
what may tend to the glory of God, or the 
good of our neighbour. Our blefled Savi- 

our himſelt has declared, “ Thoet in the day 
Judgment we miiſt give an acccunt fer every 
idle wrd. Mat. Xii. 36. wherefore when 
ve ſpeak, let it be done with an heart full of 
charity; in meekneſs of expreſſion, and 
wich deep humility. 

Undcavour to avoid all occaſions of ſtrife, 
rather ſuffer loſs than contend. Maintain 
thy peace with God, and be careful not to 
vve on of ſtumbling to any one. Have 
alfo 1 tpecial care over thy eyes, for it is by 

them thou art drawn into temptation, and 
expot. 8 to many hurtfal ſnarcs. 
in all tryals and contradictions look up to 
0, carneſtly begging for ſtrength, courage 
and aticnce z fo thou mayſt, by perievering 
in the exerciſe of virtue, be enabled to 
bring thy body in ſubjeftion, 1 Cer. ix. 27. 
Thoſe 


60 


F 
Thoſe wlio practice theſe precepts have good 
reaſon to hope that the ſpirit of God wil 
abide with and operate in them, and that 
often in a wonderful manner. 

The operation of the divine power is much 
prevented, and the love of God extinguithed 
in vs, by thoſe fins which we, knowingly, 
ſuffer to prevail over us; ſuch as pride, 
hatred, preſumption, ſelt-will, evil deſires, 
and an unwarrantabie attachment to chi 
dren and relations; the deſire of riches, 
of a name amongſt men, wrong indul- 
rence in the gratification of our appetites, 
and the like, which carry our thoughts and 
alſcktions away from God, and to which 
our hearts are io attached, that we are not 
able to free ourſelves from them, nor forlake 
them, tor the love of God's ſake, Here the 
creatures are poſtefled of that ſeat which 
God ought to occupy in the heart. Alas: 
how many things. do we ſuffer to take hold 
of our minds, and how many things have 
we in our intentions to do, wherein we net 
ther ſee nor ſeek God; thus it is that the 
incaſure of our fins are filling up, and that 
ſo many pcople are ſo long conſumed by the 
fre of a troubled conſcience, and will final 
be caſt into eternal ſuflerings, if they di- 
without repentance. 

There is a ſtreng will in moſt people to 


live in a manner agrecable to their natucg 
WII, 


1 | 


will, to gather abundance of wealth, and 
live in aſluence, without ever making 
ſincere and upright inquiry whether their 
conduct is agreeable to God, or tends to his 
glory. : | 
{here are others who appear virtuous in 
the light of men, yet are ſtill under the 
power of evil habits, winch they conclude 
to be but ſmall failings, not thinking them- 
ves bound to forſake them, but look upon 
their ſtate as good, becauſe they abflain 
from groſs ſins; nevertheleſs, theſe people 
not being willing to give up their hearts 
wholly to God, the work of religion is 
hindred ; and theſe very trifles which they 
indulge themftelves in, and of which they 
think God takes no account, become a wall 
ot jeparation between God and them. 
thefe, tho* they apprehend themſelves ſe— 
cure, yetare walking as on the very brink 
ot hell, and frequently fall into ſuch grie- 
vous fins as border on deſtruction. Ak ! 
how zreat will the lamentation of an in— 
lite number of theſe kind of people be at 
ihelalt day, when the thoughts of all hearts 
wilt be laid open, and every one fhall clearly 
ice whether in the courſe of their lives they 
have choſen to ſerve God or themſelves. 
But how few are affected with theſe things; 
moit men are, as it were, ſunk into « deep 
lethargic ſtate of mind, heedleſs of the 

dangers 


CS] 
dangers that ſurround them, which, it they 


were ſenſible of, would raiſe ſuch dee 
diſtreſs of mind Wie them, as would not 


allow them reſt day or night till they were il 


delivered from this deplorable condition. 
As to thoſe failings which ſometimes pre. 
vail in perſons otherwiſe ſincerely diſpoſcd 
to pleaſe God, which proceed from weak 
neis, and are not the effect of an unwar: 
rantable attachment to the creatures, but 
happen thro? ſurpriſe, or that weaknets {+ 
prevalent in our nature, ſuch as ſudden 
anger, indiſcreet expreiſions, or the like, 
they are not fo hurtful as when they are the 
effect of indulgence or habit; the ground 
ot the heart of ſuch being good, when cver 
they are made ſenſible of their fault, thc 
are ready to condemn themfelves with truc 
humility, and, from a lively ſehſe of thei 
weakneſs, to implore the divine mercy to 
deliver them from ſuch evils. 
But that which is very preudicaal to un 
and prevents our being poſſeſſed with a tru 
love to God, is a defire which prevails in 
many people to ſerve both God and th: 
creatures at one and the ſame time; this i: 
very hurtful to them, and prevents their 
being poſſeſſed of x true love to God: this 
the lip of truth has declared to be impoſſible, 
Mat. vt. 24. For in that 8 that the 


cart is ſuffered to be filled with the love of 
the 
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the creatures, in that degree it 1s emptied 
of God and of his grace. 

We muſt ſuffer ourtelves to be ſtripped 
from all love and ſolicitude after terreſtrial 
things, 1 Pet. v. 7. and be habituated, 
even from our youth, to ſerve God in ſpirit 
and truth, if we are deſirous to rejoice in old 
ape. It muſt be allowed that the beginning 
is difficult, but, thro' divine help, all things 
will become caſy. Our kingdom is not of 
this world, John xvii. 36. therefore we 
miy at. leait take as much pains and expoſe 
vurielves to as much inconveniency tor the 
attainment thereof, which conſiſts in the 
knowledge of, and an union with, God, as 
an infinite nuinber of people do to polleſs 
thote honours and delights which belong 
© his world, and which are ſought after 
Dy 10S votaries with fo much labour, patience 
and danger. 
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CHAP. . 


On Repentance and true Contrition. 


"E*jT E ſtate of our minds ought to be 
8 carefully inſpected into both morning 
nd evening, and even often during the day 
ve, with carneft ſupplication that our reſo- 
irons to live unto God might be ſtrength- 
C ned, 
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ned, otherwiſe we ſhall cafily flip aſide. And 
as ſoon as we are ſenſible that we have mit. 
ied our way, and are fallen into ſin, let u. 
retirc into ourſelves, with a iincere acknow- 
ledgment of our unworthincls, and with 
decp lorrow tor our tranſgreſhons, not fi 
much for the evil conſequence that attend it 
to ouricives, but that being thereby made 
more ſenſihle of the deep depravity of out 
nature, and how tar this depravity teparate: 
us from the fountain of goodneſs, we may, 
by fuch conviction, have our hearts i 
more puritied, and fitted for receiving th 
ſpirit of holincis which unites us to God. 
We ought always therefore, by inward re- 
collection, caretully to obſerve our tailings 
and freely contets them to God, notwith- 
ſtanding we are ſenſible they are not ut 
Known Eo him. 

All thole attainments we are poſſeſſed ol, 
and thole we are endeavouring to attain to, 
which are not the gift of God, nor tending 
co Unite us to him, are as ſo many cover. 
ings, which hide us from ourſelves, and 
prevent our knowing ourſelves as we ought; 
wherefore it is nec ary that, thro? the he. 
of grace, we labour. to be found in the 
practice of every virtue, returning thanks 
to God fer having favoured us with a date 
of contrition and forrow ; looking wit! 4 


ſteady faith and an entire confidence be. 
W ards 
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EH 
wards our ſuffering and merciful Saviour, 
an! labouring to maintain a fervent love for 
Goc, our trueſt friend, who can never for- 
ſake thoſe who have their reliance on him. 
„ liv. 10. Indeed when in faith we confi- 
dr the nothingneſs of all the works we can 
do, the enormity of onr lins, and the ex- 
cellen y of the ſufferings and merits of dur 
perfect t Saviour, how much he is inclined to 
forgive cur fins, grant us his 1 and 
81 us co nfort, we ſhall be as it were fwal- 
. ech up 1 a dec ep ſenſe of our nathan 
and x the infinite virtue contained in his 
ments, And when a willingnels is thus be— 
5 t in us to give glory to the divine juſtice, 
{ patiently to ſubmit to Whatever cha- 
1e. oak ne 18 inflicte« 4 upon Us, from 9 tenſe 
chat the juſtice of God eis, in mercy, exer- 


cllodl for the deſtruction of our ünful na- 


„With a truc confidence and faith in 
1 7 our Saviour, he can as easily deliver 
us from our fins as a drop of water is loit 
live coal. 
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On true Hlumility. 
who deiircs to attain and remain in 


3 as conſtant a ſtate of love and union 


G2 with 


Jn 


with God, as his ſituation in this valley a I 
tears will permit, muſt lay the virtue of hu 


mility as a baſis or foundation, and perl: 
vere therein, otherwiſe the ſpiritual bill, 
ing cannot ſubhſt, 1 Pet. v. 3. Our bleſſed 
Saviour has, in a particular manner, giver 
us an example of the neceſſity of this vr: 
tue, when he ſays, Learn of me, for I an 
ner and lowly in heart, Mat. xi. 29. 
Humility is nothing but a deep ſubmit 
lion to God's Almightineſs; it thercetor: 
we defire to attain to this virtue, we mu} 
alk it of God, who himſelf begets it in vs 
James i. 17. We muſt gather up all th; 
ſtrength of our ſoul, and turn our eyes 
with love, towards God, to contemplate 
his infinite excellency with deep admiration, 
trom a confideration of his Almightimeſ. 
thro which he created all things, and has 
called us to a ſtate of ſuch glory, that 1 
greater can hardly be conceived, havingcre 
ated us in his image, that we might, thro 
grace, be even what he is in his nature. Be. 
ſides which he has given us, as we may lay; 
the whole world for our entertainment and 
pleaſure, P/. civ. 13. 14. 15. And when, 
means of fin, we loſt this felicity, and were 
become miſerable brands of hell, he hum 
bled himſelf ſo low, as even to take our u- 
ture on him, Phil, ii. 7. 8, and therein (0 


perform ſuch marvellous acts of goodne 
al 
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1 
aud mercy, and live a lite of fo ſublime vir- 
tue, that theſe ought to be the continuał 
objcets hs our contemplation and love, Heb. 
XIl. 2. 2. He was poor, abject and deſpiſed 
fi cut, and altho' he led an amiable, 
humd! and virtuous life, John viii. 46. ne- 
ertheleſs he ſuffered the moſt ignominious 
nd hitter death; and this thro' an unex- 
eſſible love for the deliverance ot theſe 
ery ſinners, who were his murderers, for 
nom he could pray, even when they were 
Putt ing him to death. laying, « Father for. 
git ve them, for they know nit what they do,” 
Luke xxiii. 34. Let us eenlicer his daily 
Kindacls and care over us, in providing all 
nat i5 neceſſary either for the ſoul or body. 
ind Preterving us from a thonſand aftictions 
which might delal us each moment, if this 
oe and bounteous benefactor did not con- 
nually protect and ſuccour us, / cxxvii. i. 
The truly humble ſoul who loves God. is 
ways ready to give him the glory which is 
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ze. ug; and, when under a light of his 
Men nochingneſs, will freely acknowledge 
nd lat God's goodneſs is purely tho effect of 


us love te his creatures, as they cannot add 
9 his þ APES, Such a ſoul, from a feel- 
dg ſenle of his miſery, will freely acknows- 
edge, that from its own nature, it is as no- 
ung vea leſs than nothing, being become 
8 deftled veſſel, which corr pts every 
thing 


L 1 2 
thing which is poured into it; that ke s 
child of wrath, and under the curie, cd 
every day to fall back into his fearful ni 
thin gneſs. Nay, he cannot but acknowledri 
himfelf ſo filled with evil, and fo unable 5 
help himſelf, that if God did not contin! 
ally prevent him, by his grace, he wouid 
liable, each moment, to fall into the mot 
enormous ſins, and precipitate himſelt wit 
the devil into eternal fire. In this humbe 
ſtate the foul {entibly perceives how man 
hns it has committed, in thought, word 
and action; how unfaithful and unpratetu 
he has been towards ſo good and fo faith. 
ful a God, having omitted to ſeck, wit 
fincerity, his glory to whom alone it 15 dus 
and thus miſcrably loit his time; that ne 
vertheleſs God has been 10 800. das to tor 
give his tins, even ſo fully as never to fe 
member them any more, Mich. vii. 3. and 
to cauſe him to pass from a life of lin toad 
vine lite; that Rus from an enemy he 
become his frien nd, which is a more exc& 
lent work than to have created a world 
For God not only re-eſtablithes in [cul 
perion what was deſtroyed, but alto mal 
him a tarther partake! of his moiſt es or pil 
gifts, which he every day experiences 5 
encreaſe, if ſo be he, on his own part, c 
calion no hindrance to the drawings 0 
God's Holy Spirit. When thus, in deck 
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5 
Witty, we enter into ourſelves, and con- 
die wonders which God has diſplay'd 
our favour, we muſt acknowledge that 
MS: ic not only unworthy of the leaft of his 
ens, but that if he ſhould deal with us 
"RE rigour of his juſtice, and according 
Wo ow dolerts, P.. cxxx. iii. we could ex- 
elt nothing but to experience his juſt in— 
licnation. Under this conſideration we 
wht paticntly and reſignedly to bear every 
. üpentation of his will, tho? ever ſo ham- 
a (entibility that we have no juſt 
me of complaint, but rather reaſon for 
135 returning thanks to God for the 
i mit ude of his benelits, of which we have 
den ſuch unworthy receivers, with fervent 
leite that the will of God may be done in 
by eus, and all other creatures, both in 
me and cternity. In this fenation-s man 
11 calily bear to be deſpifed and reputed 
hat hc indeed eſteems himſelf to be. 
note who are truly humble are not afraid 
bony WHEY upon as unworthy of ho- 
the e cqually rejoice under the exer- 
on of Feat juitice of God which ſuffers re- 
race to come upon them, as under the et- 
et- ot that MELcy winch will cauſe every 


ng even that which may be eſteemed 


2 Hylons, to work tor good to all 


1h; FED TE fear him. 
When 


k 
When we contemplate on one hand o 
own nothingnets, and on the other view tl; 
majetty of God and his goodneſs ſo abvin; 
ing in grace and love, it is aſtoniſhing thy 
we are not wholly taken up in the cxercit 
o humility, this being the foundation of oy! 
perfection, and of that true peace of hear 
Which it is out of the reach and power 
any creature to diiturb. 
Many are the ſtraits and difticultics t: 
which we are reduced, and the temptations 
and frailties under which we are liable t 
fall; but when any thing of this afflictve 
nature is ſuffered to attend, if we did but 
{ink juto our nothingnels, we might, this 
divine help, fuiter the whole vehemenced 
tlie ſtorm to fall on us, without hurting « 
us; for if the devil, and all the creature, 
ſhould fall on us, in this humble reign 
ſtate, they would not hurt us, but all would 
work for our good, Rom. viii. 18. Wh 
a man thus ſinks into his notkingneſs, 0 
an humble reſignation and ſubmifizon d 
God, and for his fake humbles himſelt be 
fore men, God will neceſfarily be united® 
him ; tor tho? God is as nothing to man, }& 
he is not fo in himſelf, he is the Jehovah, 
whom are all things; yet he is as notÞi} 
with reipe&t to the creatures, whiltt the 
thoughts do not tend to this ſovereign go 


as is written, P/. xliii. 7he fool has /aidn 
66 00 
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I heart there is no God. Wherefore 
len ve ſ are in a ſtate of true contrition, 
Won ſenſe of our nothingneſs, with 
icpect (© God, we muſt be obliged to ac- 
„ knowledge the nothingness of all our 
_ IS and that tho God has ſo long been 
Wi: nothing to us, yet we mult, in eternity, 
| * om: thing to God, in his wrath, except 
come ine ching to him in time, thro? 
eius Chriſt, This is the thing principality 
9 77 chat thou know thy lelf, and the 
Witccciiity thou art under to e rain from a 
purſtit after vain ſcience and needleſs la- 
our. 3 all diſputes and ſolicitude at- 
ier cortliy things, but carefully make thy- 

man fully acquainted with the virtue of hu- 
müny, and thou wilt be wife and learned 
enough: tor the exceliency of humility, and 
Ine tavours and grace it draus down from 
Coch is fo great, that the tongue of man 
can icarcely utter it to the full, | 

in a tr. ly humble ſtate we remain empty 
nd paſlive before God, as an inſtrument 
or tool, which ſutfers itſelf to be handled 
end led by the hand of God juſt as ic ſeem» 
eth g00d unto the maſter workman, 

A ver lon thus humbled, receives all things 

a5 coming immediately from the hands ot 
on = £ ent. iii. 37. 38. looking upon 
DUNG) as unwor thy of the leaſt favour ; 11 
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id ck, or in any other afflicting diſpenſation, 
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SOS 
he accepts of his {:ckneſs and trouble 3e. 
neſſenger ſent from God for his good, i 
thanks him for it, making this very alllie· 
tion an occaſion of ae his zcal fo 
his ſervice. If defſpifed, he ſubmits, a3 bei 
ing what he deſerves; if he is in honey 
he eſteems himſelf unworthy, humhbling 
himſelf the more on that account; ſo ret 
afentc of his nothingnets prevails, that be 
is ready to confeis bimlelt un» orthy of 
the benchrs he has received, and that hehe 
well deſerved all the afllictions and ſuffering; 
which are come upon him. 

It is by thus ſetting the virtue of hum 
ty as a balis, that we ſhall attain to that which 
is really and ſubllantially good, 

We muſt, with one of old, Job x!11.6. 
be diſplcaied with, yea h eee, bet ne 
a right amendment will take place in us 
for how ſhall I amend in that which dee 
not diſpleaſe me. In cvery afilictive diſpen. 
ſation, there is nothing more effectual than 
this talntary ditlikc of ourſelves, Lute .. 
21. This will cauie us to bear in pa 1 
tights and ſcorns of men; indeed not! 
is of more advantage than thoſe llights 
Aſltliétions, provided Ke are capable an 
willing to make a P oper ui of them. 

When a man acknowledges both, wit! 
heart and mouth, that hey 18 f:1 111 ot ann 
and deſerving of eternal death, iuch a ny 
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Le exalt and ONE ourſelves, 
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non ledlgment Foes 4 great way | 


and reconciliation 


with God, 2 S. Xii, 13. who is always 


ready to forgive and deliver a truly contrite 


ſtaner; but he that faith oe Pas no fin, de- 
x ime and the trith :s not in him, t 
hn i. 8. Our natural as well as 1 


© 
| nice is an 0 bſt ac E O Ouf TEL ei ing abun 


dance ot divine grace; for 
herein We humble 
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Od EXAITS us; 


in the "de! gree 
ourſelves, in that de- 
and in the degree that 
in that degree 


Wc are abaſed, Mat. xxm. 12. Nature muſt 
| iS thro 0 deaths, before true humili— 


omes ſo rooted in our hearts that we 
can bear to be deſpiſed, and that honour 
men becomes a burden to us, Mat. v. 

2. There arc people who may, in ſome 
veoree, be ſaid to be naturally ditpoſed to 


amine and other virtues, but God does 


0; viteem theſe people more holy on that 
count. He only may be far to he truly 
1X20 who, thro' the effect of grace, is de- 


11943 to renounce himſelt, and do the will 
ot God in word and deed, Mat. Xii. £o. It 
chat a man has been, nor the good 
Works he has performed, for God regards 
| love he bears, the inclination he 
2 ptcate him, thro” a pure dtlintereſted 
rue love to God eis never fruitle wh j 
ene cer it dwells it brings forth moit e 
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cellent fruit; where there is no fruit, ther: 
is no true love, 2 Pet.i. 8. Thus a man my 
have a natural bent towards what is calle 
virtue, but we are no tarther truly virtue 
and agreeable to God, than ſo far as we love 
him, and that is only according to the def 
gree ot our humiliation or willingneſs to de 
to ourſelves, and all that is eftcemed valuz 
ble in this world, 
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On renounting our ewn Wills. 


MAN mult intirelv renounce his 02: 
tural will, committing himſelf, and 
all that he is poffeffed of to God's hol 
will, both in tune and cternity, Mat. x. 37. 
carefully attending to the inſpiration d 
truth, Heb. iii. 15. taking up the croſs tr 
his own inclination, to that degree of ability 
and knowledge which, thro” grace, is at 
forded him, John vi. 65. ſubmitting himick 
to all men, agreeable to the example left u 
by our Saviour, with humility and alle 
tion, Pet. v. 5. cauſing his wiltul diſorderly 
jpirit to ſubmit, ſaying with the Apoſile, 
Acts ix. 6. Lord what wilt thou have me t d. 
God, the infinite good, is nearer to eich 
creature than they are to themſelves, % 
Vl 


1 


i. 8. for nothing can happen nor ſubſiſt 
e oment but thro? his will; wherefore 
Wy who are continually reliſting him, and 
1 eeking only to fulfil their own wills, are 
ll: .- : troubled ſea, never at reſt, and have 
; othing to expect but miſery hereafter.— 
od dwells with him that is of a ſubmiſſive 
þ eligned ſpirit, making him partaker of his 
ee, and cauſing his | pcace to How into his 
Wcart, The truly reigned, mcek ſpirited, 
Fhas not only to expect happineſs in a 
Nite co come, but to him it is began, even, 
Pere already, upon earth, for he enjoys ce- 
al comfort, with an aſſurance that no— 
ing can ſeparate him thereftom, but that 
i that happens to him will in the end work 
or his good. 

True renunciation requires that we 
heartully ſubmit our wills to God's will. 
ur whole ſalvation depends upon our he- 


S Wn brought into the diſpoſition expretled, 
ut) 7 our dear Saviour, when he taid, Never- 
S Al %%, Father, not my will but thine be done, 
my 11 Kii. 42. The beſt ſupplication we 
Ft U 


al oller to God is, Lord /et thy will be 
: me ; let me be in all things conformable 


eh 160 vill, This prayer Scans all others, 
Vile, a! les even unto heaven. 

to di. Al how fweet a ſtate is it to live always 
_ Llnhmifion to the divine will; to feek 


un in all things, and above all chings! A 
man 


1 
man who dwells in his ſelhlilmeſs is neither 
in fellowſhip with God nor his children: 
what he Once undertakes he will not gala 
give up; this ſprings from a bottom « 
pride; he always prefers his own choice; 
he enjoys no peace, not being diſpoſca (1 
receive God's grace. For di {ue 3 Way 
{prings from an indulgence of our own 
wills, Whercforc, if we deſire peace, tit 
Arlt ſtep we oughe to take is to ccaſe from d 
iforderly love of ourſelves; till then we wil 
eccdom, nor be matters d 
he World and Our other ene. 
mies attack us, only thro? ourtelves ; where 
{ore it we Ka 8 ane a victory ov, d 
jelves „ e inal! eve ſubdued all our oth: 
enemies. NG ing ore worthy oF FL F 
than ſelf-love; this is the caule of all ou 
griefs, and this is what hinders us fro 
enjoying God, with all the treaſures ot i 
grace. 

The leſs we have of ſelfiſhnets, the more 
agrecable we are to God. and the more di 
poſed to receive his grace. As a man w 
lives in ſch-love cannot deny himſelt, and 
had rather lead others, than he led by them, 
in the Ne manner, a man who has for 
faken all things, is more inclined to (13410! 
nd foo others, than to command them, 
tor {ach an one ſceks to die to all pride, a 
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rexdily compleats his work in him and 
eids him. t o perfection. 
* 8 uld fortake a kingdom, and 
d, if he cannot renounce kim! elt, 
e has wr ly done an „thing. 
wilt thou know if thou act in the true 
oltingneſs, if thou art not yet under the 
jominion of a diſorder! ly love, oblerve it 
ov art more moved at thoſe revilings, 
{1:41:00 or other accidents, which happen 
tu lelt, than thoſe which happen toochers. 
le Wind 18 atiticted at the loſs Or ten poral 
Fools. Ihews thereby that he is und orth 2 
policing them, as claiming them in his 
WH 1 Süd: Whereas God a lone is the true 
ei and maſter of all. So alto ke who 
zents altronts, ſhews that he indeed de- 
ves de defpiled, becaute he arr Ogatcs to 
wh £ that vengeance which belon US alone 
0 Cod, and plainly diſcovers that felfſh- 
vid the Joy ve of the creatures arc yet 
78 rooted in his heart. 
Ain 29) * ur lays, Mat. xvi. 24. 45 zn Man 
11 r Ne, tet Him die ly .. F,-| that 
5.0wn 1005 nation and will) ane > 
% 213 croſs and fellow me. Ihis is the 
lag way to ſalvation © thi 1259 Site 
Went need cotinytcir, in this matter; the 
nor and more thou a art in the practice or 
PM tal duty, the caller it will become 
we Here ic is thou mult be. | 


— 
8 © ; 


CL 4 ] 


defireſt to attain to any degree of ſolid virty, 
In that degree thou renounceth thy felf, an 
the creatures; fo far God will viſit an 
dwell in thee, by his grace, and thou wilt lf 
enabled to become comformable to hin 
he more thou dieth to thyſeit, the mon 
thou wilt feel the good ſpirit predominu 
within tice; for in the degree that thoun! 
unclothed from fin in the ſelf ſame degr! 
wilt thou be raiſed up to the love of Gd 
and make advances in the way of holinef+, 
Wherefore give all, for all, ſell all thi 
thou hait, (i. e. thyſelf) to obtain all, and 
thou wilt find that all, in every thing, and 
withal a conſtant peace in thy heart, f. 
nothing can alter and affect that pen 
Which "has its foundation in God. Thi 
happincſs and peace which we are pnrſuias 
with to much pain and difficulty, whui 
ſelt is only in view, will be abundantly be 
lowed on us, if we renounce ourſelves, 200 
fix our love folely upon God. We mult nt 
ſo much look, at what we do, as at what We 
are ; if the bottom of our heart was goo, 
all our deeds would be upright and good, 
for 2 heart whoſe centre is ſanctified and 
diſpoſed to glority God is always favour 
by him, | 
It we gave up ourtetves and were Willing 
to hazard all, as well that which is within, 


as that which! is from without, we nccd tet 
10 


= — — 
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Wo dönger, and ſhould poſſeſs true content 
„pid. There are but few who entire] 
we themſelves up to the will of God, for 
Wo onc can ſo fully renounce himſelf, but 
the may ſtill find ſomeching to renounce, 
C,. xiti. to. 
rue Lord's prayer expreiled, even but 
(ce, in true felt-denial, for the glory of 
(a, is ot more worth than thouſands of 
$ Prayers proceeding from our own will, and 
Wn the dominion of ſelf. 
nan upright man, who endeavours to re— 
Pounce himſelf, in whatever he does, is fixed 
Wi Gol; and God ſo far protects him, that 
Wt attack him is in eſſect to attack God. All 
lat this man docs, and all that happens to 
Wii, n-ceflarily- comes from God; hence 
he enjoys the greateſt delight. Nothing 
an hurt ſuch a man; ſcorn, injuſtice, the 
evil, death or hell itſelf, can do him no 
arm. Hence it appears that ſubmiſſion to 
N. Wii] of God both inward and outward, 
ae ſhorteſt way to attain to the higheſt 
ta ho truth and perfection. 
When à man truly becomes to far con- 
bormable to the will of God, as entirely to 
ſenodunde hiinſelf, ceaſing from ſeeking his 
en honour and adv antage ; , deſiring no- 
Uung hut barc ly that the honour and: gond 
Plettiire of God m ay, in all things, be eſtab- 
lieh inch an one will be freed trom the 
1. guilt 


1 


guilt of his fins, even tho' they were of th 
deepeſt dye. For what a drop of water i: 
when compared with the ſea ; ſuch are the 
ins of a truly reſigned penitent man, com: 
pared with the ocean of God's mercy. But 
this is a mighty work, to be thus entirely 
given up to do, and fuffer the will of God 
nature will be always {eeking to ſatisfy her: 


felt, and is very unwilling, totally, to ſubmi. 
and die. 


KAT. V. 
Of Bretherly love. 


URLTY and peace of heart, in the love 
of God, is much ſtrengthened, and en- 
creaſed by a conſtant and ſincere charity te- 
wards all men ; and a tender compatiion ! for 
them, in their affliftions. This we are taught 
by our Saviour himfelf, when he ſays, 70 
x11. 35. By this ſhall all men know that you art 
my diſciples, if you have love one to anothe!, 
Mat. v. 7. Blefjed are the merciful, for tt) 
hail obtain mercy. And with the ſame meaſure tha! 
ye met? with, it ſhall be meaſured to you agaii, 
Luke vi. 38. If you have but little charity 
you can expect but little mercy. If you have 
nonc at all, neither have you reaſon to es. 


pect to obtain any yourlelves, Whereion 
e 


E 


let us demean ourſclyes towards all men, 
1 that manner in which we deſire they 


_ Bi ud act towards us; agrecable to our 


blellocl Saviour's injunction, Mat. vii. 12. 
ou hearts ought always to be diſpoſed to 
luccour every man, whom we perceive to 
W be under ſuflerings, either of body or mind. 
e ought to pray, earneſtly, to God, that 
e world beſtow on us the gifts of com- 
3 paſt 160 and br otherly love. If it is in our 
power to aſſiſt our fellow creature, either in 
W 107 of deed, we ought todo it to the ut- 
of our power, with a free and willing 
heart; it much is not in our power, hows 
x ver, ict us do what we can, with a lively 
und ſiacere compaſſion : at leaſt give him 
eme comfort, and we thall find God will 
ae cxtend his mercy to us. 

t is our duty to reſpect the image of God, 
and to regard his divine majeſty in all men, 
nd without delay, to ule our beſt en- 
de avours that every degree of bitterneſs or 
1ht may be removed out of our hearts, 
which may have inſenſibly ihpped into 
em, againſt any perſon, whether high 

10%, Tick or poor, for God is no re- 
ipetor of perfons. Let us forgive and not 
cendemu others, as we defire God ſhould 

lid forgive and not condemn us. We 
ought always to keep a ſevere eye on 
ourſelves, not citeeming ourfclves above 

E 2 meaſure, 


1 

meaſure, rather magnifying than exteny- 
ing our own failing: On the other hand we 
ſhould look with tenderneſs and compaſſion 
on the failings of our neighbours ; en- 
deavouring to behold them with an eye of 
indulgence ; and let us be particularly 
careful never to ſpeak evil of any in their ab- 
ſence, James iv. 11. If chriſtian charity pre- 
vails with us, we ſhallalſo endeavour to think 
the moſt favourably, even of the evil actions 
we hear of others; rather ſuppoſing their in- 
tentions not fo bad as repreſented ; or to 
have been the effect of weakneſs; that God 
has ſuffered it for their humiliation, and 
that if ourlclves had been expoſed to the 
{ame temptation we might have fallen there- 
in; hoping that they may have repented 
and obtained forgiveneſs of God. Thus 
endeavouring to make the beſt of things. 

Some People are ſo much inclined to 
judge, that they are always ready to cenſure 
and correct others ; theſe inſtead of repent- 
ing, are often loſt and do great hurt to thoſe 
that hear them, by railing in their minds 4 
light and ſcorn of their neighbours ; this 
generally proceeds from pride and an un- 
warrantable eſteem of themſelves. Poor 
blind man. Why dot thou not, rather; 
judge and condemn thyſelf? How canſt 
thou be acquainted with what is hid in the 
heart of thy neighbour ; or what knoweſt 


thou of the mcans by which it pleaſes the 
iſdom 


wiſdom of God to guide him, in order to 
bring him to a participation of his grace. 
And {hall ſuch a poor worm be weak enough. 
to think, that, that which 1s only known of 
God, mult be conducted agreeable to thy 
fancy: hence thou halt reaſon to bluſh, as 
helore God and his ſaints. 
bot e who preſume to judge, in matters 
which God has reſerved to himſelf, draw 
on on emſelves unexpreſſible evil. When 
BY neighbour has taken ditpleature at thy 
onduct, or when he has oftended thee, thou 
ae to ſeek him, with meekneſs, 0 
pak kindly to him, with an heart fille 
with -ompattion, and of love to God: = 
rang to the apoſtles advice. To over- 
(me edi j good, Rom. Xii. 21. And if it 
mould he thy duty to lay his failings before 
lim, be very careful not to make five 
Wounds in endeavouring to cure one: But 
God waits upon and invites thee to re- 
entange, by goodneſs and patience, in or- 
der t ks thee an heir of ſalvation ; ſo 
Han oghteſt to act towards thy neighbour, 
not ju lighting him on account of . 
ges, but rather in praying to God, that 
| ould forgive him his fins; even as 
ſus Criſt hath prayed tor thee. Other- 
hon will be ſorely burdened thro' the 
ahm thon haſt taken in judging other 
 herefore rather exerciſe thyſelf in 
| judgment 


3 
againit thyſelf, than be employed in inſult 
ing others, by hard ſpeech and unchaiitah!: 
judgnicnts, 


CH A FEI. 


On the contemplation of the life and fufferins 
of Chriſt, &c. 


E ought to conſider and meditate, 

with an heart filled with love, on 
the doctrine and tutterings of our crucitcd 
Saviour, in order to imitate and become 
conformable to him, Heb. Xii. 2. Wherefore 
earneſtly cuil upon God that it may pleate 
him to imprint on thy body, and in thy ſou, 
the image of his death, that his holy vil 
may be tultlied in thee. Such meditation 
leads to the potlefhon of divine wifdom and 
ſupreme happineſs; tor hereby a man wil 
be humbled in proſperity, and meet will 
cncouragement in adverſity; and maintiil 
an equality of ſoul, both in joy and in futtr: 
ing, Great are the advantages of fuch1 
meditation; it is as a book wherein 1! 
things are found: Happy is the man wi 
has Chriſt and his ſufferings always preſent 
with him, he will obtain true wiſdom ane 
unexpreilible grace. If other religious es 
ercifes are too diſlicult for thee, let it be t 
Principe 


CER 

\nciple work to meditate on the ſufferings 
{ Chriſt, and to preſerve a ue 155 remem— 
nc of them in thy mind, . ii. 2. 

"A cultom thyſelf to coma arc all thou 
oel and fuffereſt with the life and ſuflerings 
f Chit, and nothing will appear too dit 
Ecuit to thee; for God will help thee to 
upp ort thy ſufferings, and will, in the end, 
nake thee a partaker of his mercies, thro? 
eius Chriſt our Saviour. 

God's unſpotted purity requires that all 
% ins mould be thoroughly purged ; he, 
hereforc , Who has lived a great part of his 

2, as it were, without God in the world, 
nd wao fill lives too much to the fleſh, 
ich its affections and luſts, can ſcarce ſufli- 
ently refon himſelf up to him in humi— 
tr, and lowlineſs of ſpirit, begging him 
r his mercies fake, in Chriſt Teſus, to Purge 
in from that evil ſpirit of rebellion, which 
„ken 10 deep a root in his heart, and 
rated him from the love of God in Chriſt 
es. 
And if thou art one of thoſe who have 
eiccted or forgot this mott eflential duty, 
thou thinks thyſelf on a death bed, 
ld {ronld then be diſtreſſed with a ſenſe 
thy ns; take this ſalutary countel, 


iy Saviour” s ſufferings; entreat him to 
«ſh -14 iy thy fias, thro' his infinite mercy, 
and 


age thy lelf, as it were, in the Ocean oft. 


1 

and hereupon abandon thy ſelf to him, with 
a true faith and conhdence in his holy will 
and thou wilt expericnee, thatthe promiſes 
Chriſt will be tulkiled, viz, that he will vo! 
reject the truly repenting finner. And 
ſhouldeſt thou ſurvive, be careful to watch 
during the remaining part of thy lite, againl 
lin, and ſerve God with all thy power, that on 
thy death bed, thou may eſt have a ſenleo! 
peace and reconciliation with God, whic! 
will be of more value to thee than if tho! 
ſhouldeſt gain the whole world. 

The ſullterings of Chriſt ought not to be 
meditated on in a ſuperficial manner, but 
with a lively inward ſenſibility and an a: 
dent and conſtant love, it thou can't not 
do it with tcars and dolorous light, do it 
with praiſe and thankfulnets, under a con- 
ſideration of the infinite goodneſs of tt) 
Sxviour. And tho' thou can't not attain 
to ſuch ſenſible feelings as thou defireit, and 
thy heart ſhould remain dry and hard: Ye 
ceaſe not from ſuch meditation; keep t 
mind in ſubmiſſion, and this offerings wil 
be agrecable to God. 2 

Thou art not only to conſider thy Savic 
as being perfect in holineſs, as a man, but 
alſo as an Almighty God, who by his word 
created the heavens and the carth, and who 
can allo bring them to nothing: Who, tho 
he is 1ngnitc and incomprehenlible, has con. 


deſcended 


1 
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geſcended to abaſe himſelf. far, for the 
ke of 0 poor 4 Creature. From this fioht 
thou ougiteſt to be covered with Us nfoſion, 
in that hon dare't give way to the le -aſt | 
degree of pride. 1 he ſufferings of Chriſt | 
mae bo contidered in 2 three-ty Md Manner, 
Lie, In themſelves, to move us with coms« 
on at the fight of his porerty, his mi- 
his perſecutions, his lorrows aud pain— 
death upon the croſs. 8. 'cond!y . By his 
uce, his paticuc e, his huny!i ity and 
(larity, in a word all thoſ> virtues which 
e are Called to imitate. Thirdly, In the 
caule of 1 aint, which was the ardent 
e he bore to us, w hich ] ne mantfeſted in ſo 
ng a manner. It was thro? the effect 
bi this By to us his creatures, 75 at he 
te a ſtate, as n ot t ) ave 
Fherehn to In 118 head, Mat. viii. 20. and 
ally ended 11 us life in pain, ſo that he f. bar- 
Hing, bi gave up all fr eely ; ind! Wile 
here is no mortal inan W110 
0 Yenement a defire for life as Jetus 


WIC kad to redeem ſinne 18. 4 62 de- 
! 
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er chem from thar fin by which they bad 


NETETS | themſelves from Him. Cugh not 
1 „ 
conucderation to incite us to r. Ciprocal 
Netowards hun. It is turprig ing, that the 
etation of our Saviour's of hitter 
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bottom of our ſouls. But none do teſtify 
more gratitude to God, nor compaſſion for 
the futterings of our Saviour, than he who 
labours to imitate him; this is as agreeable 
to God. as if we gave our life for him, || 
we ſubmit to his croſs, either outwardly or 
inwardly, this will cauſe our proud {pirit to 
bend. under his crown of thorns, and out 
fuficrings will produce living fruit in vs. 

{i thou art really deſirous to mani! ett thy 
gratitude for the inänite goodnels of God, 
and to bear in thy body the marks of the dying 
of the Lord Jens, before the world, andi 
the face of the celeſtial armies, Gal. vi.“ 
thou mutt ſubmit to God, without reſerve 
thou mult die to thy wandering eyes, ch | 
curious ears, thy vain talk, and to all thy 
fethly luſts, C/. iii, 5. thus wilt thy feet be EY 
as it were, nailed to the croſs. Neither thy 
{ſpiritual nor thy corporeal ſtrength mut Vl 
overcome by floth, but thou muit, agroeabl 

to the example of Chriſt, ſuffer thy arms UF: ; 
be extended in the ſervice of God; and thy ; 
body to perievere in ſpiritual exerciſes, fa 
the glory of thy Redeemer, and to full 
Will. Thote ſpiritual ſufferings, thro” which 
chou finds thyſelf fo prefled, ought ib, _ 
thee towards the Lord, then wilt th 
pear as 1t were clothed with bis rig htcouk 
nets, and lovely in the light of God 4nd i 
holy angels. Thy w llingnefs to ſuften 


oog 
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1 
euglit to be as a bed for thy Saviour to re- 
vole himſelf on: Thy reſiſtance againſt hn, 
1d thy efforts to ſurmount thy evil nature 
xi! oice his ſpirit, and thy prayers allay 
his grief. 

And if when thou haſt done to the beſt of 
hy power, and art nevertheſeis deſpiſed, 
buted, perſecuted, and ranked with ſnners, 
det thereby brought thee more to die to 
thviclt; and that thou freely forgives and 
rays lor thoſe who abuſe thee, then art 
hou, indeed, with Chriſt under his croſs. 
When thou art willing to be deprived of 
thy friends and of all that can be as a 
Vall 5 ſeparation between God and thee, 


0 be ir is croſs. When God will permit 
tee 10 be deprived of all comfort; to re- 
am an inward dryneſs, without any ſenſe 
(| grace, in which ſtate thou art ready to 
cy out, My God, my God, why haſt ! hou for- 
nen me; and W hen, in this lituation, thou 
x5 10 ſtrange conſolation, but looks to 
bo! one in humble ſubmiſſion to his will, 
wen tie more bitter thy ſufferings are, and 
full gien up to God; the more thou art 
conform. able and agreeable to him; for this 


s the laſt trial of God's children. 


Ir any thing elle but God, and turn then! 
Mr! towards him; then, indeed, wilt 
T 2 thou 


Freak off from thoſe defires which thirſt 


{15 then thou (as it were) helps thy Saviour 
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thou ſatisfy that longing of thy Saviour 
which cauſes him to weep over the ftubboy 
and obſtinate. Sigh tor the ſalvation of 
men, commit thy foul into the hands d 
thy heavenly father, with a mind turne 
from time to eternity, as tho” each hour wy 
to be thy lat, and here thou wilt be con 
formable to thy Saviour, who thro mu 
tribulation has entered into the glory e his ft 
ther. This is the path thro” which thou at 
to follow him. if thou expecteſt to becomet 
Partaker of his eternal glory, Rom Vin. 17 
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CHAP.” VI, 


Of the ad: (a; a7 of CUTTL ard ſuffering. 


HERE are three torts of croſſes wh 
4 the Almighty diſpenſes to his Clu 
Oren. The firſt is, when a man is convert! 
to God from the courſe of the wood 4 
to his evil luſts, and forſakes thoſe {ins 
Which hc is inclined. This is hard to i 
fle{!t, for in this cafe that which was bet 
his pleaſure, now becomes his grievous pa 
This is one of the heavieſt cr 2 he hast 
bear, Mat. v. 29, 30. 

The other kind of croſs is that bi 
God Jomſelt diſpenſes, when he fends!0 
man many forts of inward and outs 

Ty 


4 
trva's and croſſes. If we could receive theſe 
tr ls as Procecaing tron the depth of God's 
we, from which they indeed a d, Heb. 
Kl. 7, 8. then would we be naßpy z; for 
God cannot beſtow on thee a more precious 
gil 
Ii ungs on thee, this being the only way 
to cure thy wounds, and hea! thee of tie 
plague and leproty of lin, a. Ae. 7. 
Whether thou haſt deſerved theſe evils or 
not? Whether thro” thy OWN TAU or ich- 
ut thy having contributed thereto: know 


U: 


us, that it is God who ends (thi into che; 
herctore ſuffer them patiently, and return 
um mt! Ng for having - thus accompliſhed 
is will in thee. 

And that we ſhould not be left without 
witnets, of the neceſſity Fo adverſity. and 
5 All the Creatures, and the Ver 


acts declare the fame, The wild beat 5 
e bans mov, cold, heat, ftorms, p! pn, 


Ir, i mine and ſickneſs, teſtity to m n, 
at 11 s thro' many tribulations that he 
uit nter the Kingdom. Thefe are the 
Vely Pons, colours, and drapcry where- 
tn Coch anmates and verfects his gloti- 
Gro e of meekneis and humility in his 
Veu creature man, Let all kinds of at- 
cu mans tullerings therefore be patiently 
dure by thee, if thou delireſt God to 
tor, n bis good plcaſurc iu chee. 


r 
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, than when he brings any kind Ot 
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There are people who being convinced of 
this doctrine, are not fat {had with thoic 
croiles which are allotted them, but are ce. 
ſirous to impoſe more upon themſchves; 
theſe do but torment themſelves without 
10 aping muc! h fruit, as they are building on 
their own will and fancy, Alg“. xv. 5, they 
hinder God's work. and, a as it Were, oblige 
him to wait their time. Thus it happe n 
that when God would work, on ſuch. their 
nature being depraved, cannot follow 
God's draught; and when great tem Pal 
ons come, they have no ſtrength to rel: 
Wi ee, it is fu find lent th. at F! IOU 2 ,ortif 
thy "evi laits, and thy corruption without 
tormenting thyſelf, but rather dwell in the 

:tience, which is moſt agreeable to Gol. 
The third kind of croſſes are very bitter, 
for they conſiſt in hard temptation, in dit 
ſtreſs and trightul darknels, which at times 
pres ſo hard on a man, that he chooſe 
death rather than life. Theſe tryals altere 
man's nature more than the hardeſt outward 
ſufferiny ; for God ſometimes ſo vilits him 
with ſtrange inward temptations, dar knets 
and ar ynehs, that none can apprehend my 
but tc who paſics thro' them. Neverthc 
God ee ; well to what end he does the 
things, They are certainly the effect of his 
love: ſo that if we bear them as we ought, 


{hey will be of unex preſſible benefit unto i: 
For 


1 


For all ſufferings will be productive of good 
to thee, if thou canſt but Gently fab mit to 
them, and reſign thyſelf up to God; he will 

cauuſe good to ſpring up to thee from theſe 

very ſufferings z but if thou ſeckeſt for com- 
fort an other w ay; comforts of another 
kd will alſo ſpring up in thee, Whereiore 
we 03cat freely to offer up ourſelves to God, 

45 be! ax willing to ſuffer all thoſe afflictions 

with winch he ſhall pleaſe to viſit us, whether 

1n wed or outward, that we gay therein be 
wade contormable to Chriſt. For God even 
ao fuffers with him, who wholly rebg 

b uſclf to the divine will. And v. 85 

ufer ings thus proceed from God, they are 

Het ia the end, and turn to great advantage 

to 15, Wherefore we ought rather to prefer 

(URS bel fore honour, grief rather than oy : 

01 10 Who is aſſured he ſuffers for Cod's 

cannot but fecl a lively joy procecd- 

BT from t. 

Al thoſe ſufferings which we ſuffer pati- 

Cty, and from which we do not, even, 

a de delivered, but agreeablie to God's 


ii, e more agreeable to him, than the 
1 Wt ©; or works. and all burnt oflcrings, 
| 0 * ö 


1. XV. 22. 

is alto more agreeable to G at. and Of 
MC :tvantage to us, in our religious pro: 
Me, ſufer with pure refivn ati n, tha in to 


KI yed in many good works tor ſuuter- 


Ov 
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ing being more oppolite to nature, it 
there more abaicd and the ſpirit the more 
exalted ; for this reaſon that God requires 
ot a itr ong and vigorous beginner bodily es. 
creiſes, alt ho wich di (eretion, in fuck | 
that tpiritual exerciſe may be thereby help 
ed; but from old men already bumbled h 
ſubmimon and reſignation, he expects tha 
ey ſufte 5 in patience aud relignation 1 
g N 
To be w I 99 to ſuſler in and according 
o the will of God is ſo excellent a thing 
t our frail nature could not fupport, 
is lite, the fruition and reward which 6% 
nteads to give, in eternity, for the maß 
light ſullerings, to which we have bern 
Willing to be ſubject, for his fake. ad... 
fore it is laid, That the ſuffer ings of t:. 
1s not to be ACRE with the glory that 
be revcal:d in us, Rom. viii. 18, fo t that 
cannot lülleie atiy return thanks to God 
thoſe ſuflerings 10 Permits to come 1109 1 
Atl the ſaints have drank of this cup, 3% 
hive ett, ed that it has not been hurtte 
but ſalutary to them, /all. exix. 67. /4% 


_ 
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J. 12.10 chal they have not refuted to expo 
theuſelves thereto, and often even to {jul 
their blood for that cauſe. Let us remem 
ber that the ſaints were men as well as dn, 
ind that we may obtain the dame help!“ 

they were favoured Vith, James v. 11:7 


E 


When in ſeeking tor refit, we turn from Gd 
and ſeek comfort in the creatures, we 
ex pole gurt elves to fall into enormous 
i in dangerous temptations, and finally 

to eternal death; - wherefore God at ſuch 
(ines vities us with wuiliction, that our lufts 
n:y be ſubdued, and that we may return 
% am with a fincere ſenſe and conteon 
Cf our tins. Wherefore let us not fear fuf- 
ferings, but rather give thanks to God 
ſen he fends them, Jo b v. 15. - Itis a pa- 

ent bearing ol ſullerings which fits us for 
the p vihon of ſupernatural gifts. Many 
have fallen by proſperity, but few have been 
3 thro' adverity ; the one as it were, 
Und antes the foundations of virtue and 
g ocasto, but the other lays it ſtedfaſtly 
hure in 2 profound humility, J½4. xxvi. 16. 
hen we receive chaſtiſement; when we 
. f 


are detpited and perſecu ted, and hear theſe 
as without complaint; and that ſo far 


FnTeance, we are not even anxious to vin— 
| e leaving the whole to God; 
thro' divine goodnels, receive n 
| reward of peac e and comfort; and 
ence thoſe earthly chains w bick 
© to 8 world to be much looſened ; 
hire will prevail that we may, even. 
abated before Godt and dh, Sab 
To ſuffer p: 


tient thoſe atilictions 
% Y 
Ur | hic I. 


Hon allowing ourſelves in any thoughts of 


— —— e I ein —<W_—_— A 


E 


which God ſends, is a principal means to 
obtain his grace, 2 Tim. ii. 12. And let u 
be particularly careful not to give way ty 
re:entment againit ſuch perſons as God may 
make uſe of as a rod, for our amendment. 
But ſeriouſly conſider in what ſpirit we fu. 
fer, that it be done with patience and reli: 
nation, then will all things work for our 
good. It is often our impatience, unde 
ſuflerings, which cauſes our greateit hurt. 
There are thoſe who faſt, who watch, aud 
aſliſt the poor, or give themſelves up u 
other outward excrciles ; ; but we meet wit! 
very few, who can, with patience, (uber! 
be deſpiſ.d and treated WILL injuſticæ. P 
Ple are generally full of hidden pride, bold 
themſelves in much eſteem; and are dcfiro 
to be thought well of by others, Butts 
wha! purpole is it to appear clean without 
and yet to permit anger, revenge, and otue 
impurities to remain in the heart ; this 1s 
but the whited ſepulchre of a religious Ph 
riſce. For altho' outward purity is 10 af 
well, yet it cannot be accounted of i) 
* orth. in the fight of God, whilſt ſin and 
the love of the creatures defile the inwird 
part; which ought to be God's dwe!ling 
place; u- hereforc firſt tee that the inſide he 
cleanſed, and the outhde will foon beten 
clean alſo. It's rather a mark of divine 
diſpleaſure that we ſhould paſs the wi 
tim 
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time of our life in peace and happineſs, 
without allliction, as the apoſtle witneſfeth, 
. 1 3. / you are without chaſtiſement 
104 lar. 4s and not fons, Lazarus har 1 
11s ay things in this life, and the rich 
man his good t! hings ; but obſerve how if 
fare: Lich each after death. The one is 
om; ted, the other torme:1tc Wo ; thus each 
received che reward meet tor hi m, and fach 
15 a e or pride e had fitted him for 
has every man receiving according to hi 
Rooks, It is almoſt the higheſt 5 
le piritual life, to be de Ritute of comtort, 
258 trom God or man, and to bear ſuch a 
e, with patience and ſubmiſſion. 
e may become martyrs without pating 
thro the ſword of perſecution from the 
J, provided we maintain true patience 
uneiun gs. 
Let us then ſuffer with joy, fince none 
Wil be crowned if be has net warred, 2 Lim. 
man may attain to a knowledge oi 
_ by ſpiritual exerciſes ; but it is thro? 
Fring alone that he maniteſis what his 
, ith in religion is. 
te Lord our God is with us in our ſuf- 
and will deliver us from them in 
own time; for he is faithful and will not 
Wit we ſhould be tempted beyond our 
Engin but with. the temptation will 
ge {ach w ay, as that we may be able to 
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fupport it. The /ufferings of the preſent 
are not to co mpare with the glory <Th1ch 
be ebe aled. "Fa V Ui. 1 8. 
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Frue love. 


is neceflary, as much as poſſible, to ker 

L dur minds diſengaged front outward 
things, ans with ardent dehres toward 
God, our good and beneficient Lord; con 
tinually ratching: with prayer, againl! 4a 
vain and needlels thoughts ; ; otherwite vi 
{hall make but little progreſs in virtue. Vi 
muſt alſo be careful to avoid all floth 
idleneſs; for theſe ſoften the heart, a 
cool charity; but let us endeavour to keen, 
continually, as in the preſence of God, wii 
acep and ſerious recollection, remembers, 
that he is near us, alw: ays beholding And 
ready to aſliſt us with his grace and) ov 
Vierctore let us caſt ourſelves often, 2s 1 
the feet of his divine m zjeſty, in dec p hn fl 
lity, begging tor the for give neſs of our 5 
OIteN meditating on rhe lite and {ation 
of Chriſt, with grate ful acknowledgemensg 
of his beneſits, and ſincere defires to imitate | 
him. Let us allo meditate upon 6%": 
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Jeriul works in his creatures: 45 alſo, 
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on his ninite wiſdom and! inexpreilible love 
We ue 7 50 with decp reverence, to 
confider th: at Ge Tis in him feit, the fovercion 
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nite; that he, only, i 5 worthy to be fonghe 
And 14 Dr aced Will 411 ei tire. 2110 100111 10 
| | *TY 4 1 e 92 

love: In him ought all the deſires Of every 


heart io be reunited, without m 
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ence we have of his love. 10 
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ſurpaſs all the pleaſures the creatures can 
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1111 GIVING joy. He who gives up his hea art 
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This is all to be gained from the Work 
Mort joy and longandlaſting regret anc 
row. Wed !-firetofly from [rar n and ſuflerin ig 
and we often de eplx plunge ourfelves into 
them; we are not wilting to bear Chriſt” s ealy 
YOSS, and we find ouriclves oppreſſed under 
the iron yoxe of v amity and lin; but if 
 zrecable to our Saviour's exhoitation, Mat, 
Xii. 3. We delire to love our divine Lord, 
<&:th ail cur heart, and with ali cur foul ; we 
muſt turn the inward eyes of the foul with 
1 iweet inclinati on, and au invariable lov; 
towards him; endeavouring to be always 
united to, and ſighing ſincer ely after him 
This ardent love of God is the {pring of pet: 
fection, it is hereby we die ty all fin and 
made conformable to God, and partater ; 
the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 6. But in oraY 
to attain to this happy diſpoſition, our wits 
mu't be given up, to do or ſuffer that which 
he holy ſpirit calls us to: We muſt forlax: tate 
all theſe pleaſures the ſenſual mind is #0 
nach taken up with, either in vain ande 
ments, fleinly ine lulgence, We e. le con- 
ver{ation, or other vanities ; theſe mit 
mortified, Col. in. 5. as alio, 11 Other digi- 
derly alfections, ſuch as tear, joy, and grief; 
endeavoaring to draw away from the ma 
tiplicity of cares and inquletudes, ſo apt 0 
carry away the heart, dun it may be fixed 11 
God, and diſco god from all thoſe accident 
WI lich 
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which human life 1s ſubject to; that an 

equality of foul may be mainta; ined, as well 
5 py olperity as in adverſity; and as we can- 
not do this, by our 0wn frength, John xv. 5. 
we ought with the moit ardent defire to beg 
cp 0: God, that we may be preſerved from 
Foo: wad enabled to Walk conitantly in the 
footſteps of Chriſt, in all good works; con- 
ſocrating to God's glory, our wealth, our 
honour, and our life itſclf. 

Let us labour to give up our wills into 
God's will, to unite ourieives clolcly to his 
vil, that the fulfilling of it may be the eud 
ind purpoſe of all our withes and our {weetett 
06 Hu: res; agreeable toour Saviour" s example, 
Jahn iv. 34. then may We bear all outward 
ev1's, as ſhame, iicknels, pcriecutions, aud 
eren nnward poverty and barrennefs of ſpi- 

without ſeeking comtort in any creature, 
ewaining 7, always, faithful to God, in ail 
lates. This hidden w ay is genera ally made 
cnouen r to God's intimate friends, that 
tuey may be willingly ſtripped from all alle 
10 upports ; and that fervent Pray ers May pre- 
Wal in chem for the attainment of ſolid vir- 
ah 144 (divine love; W: hich God 18 ore 
ivy to give, than we are ready to atk, /a. 
Ry. 24. It we carneſtly pray to him Hoa 1 

gere delire to love al id plc ale him, we ſhall 
killihly, n his time, obtai in the end 'of our 
thies, Vn. ii. 4. tho' perhaps not till the 


4 
latter end ot our lives. God 


1 
God is ſo ſilled with love to his creatures 
that he is better pleaſed to give the great "i 
than the ſmalleſt gikts. He who alks in; 
true confidence, and with a ſincere ſelt de 
nil of himfelt, an obtain whatever he a! Ky 


= Halm exlv. 18. Ve mult not imagine 


that he is gone fir Ie: us, becauſe it is no 
in our power to do great works, provided 
there be ww 2 hincere delire towards him, 

and a will to do our duty. God our a 
and re quires only the heart. My Se. 3 ve Mt 
thy bart, Prov. xxiii. 26. And altho! fuck 4 
perton mould think himſelf at a Fe: ance 
from God ; nevertheleſs he is not jo; “ 


» x 


tho? God has not vet revealed himſclf to 
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him; yet it he remains at the door and 


Enocks, it will finally be opened to bim, 
Mf. vii. 7. 
All conſiſts in gur good will, and in the 
ſinc erty of our deſires. He who deſiresteo 
de potlefied with humility, the love of God, 
or any other virtue, and ſeeks it with a ter 
vent and ſincere heart, has it already, aud 
none can take it from him. It was in tl 
ſenie that a ſervant of God returned thanks 
to his Maker in theſe words. „I thank 
© thee, in that! find thee in all pl. Aces; ; that 
&© thou accepts the ſincerity of my wil! „a 
oh EE it none can kalle acc N ne undo hee? 
Dot thou ſincere! * deſire to please (30d, 
to love him, to render him the moſt Pute 
| PI eo 
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| praiſe, to renounce thyſelf, to do good to all 
nien, even as thou would'ſt have them to 
do to thee ; in fine, to live as holy as it is 
poſitle ; if this is indecd thy cafe fo that 
nothing is wanting, but ſt: ength to fulfil 
thefe boch defires, God will eake pleaſure in 
nd with them will allo bp rp N to 
ft bis wil agrecable to his good pleaſure, 
he is taithful, Phil. ii. 1 3. "They: v. 24. 
e found tion of our love to God, lies 
in the uncerity of our will, and is pertected 
good works, which if ther are ſincere, 
vil! | be conitantly maintained, to the vtrnofſt 
of ur power, even in the midſt of ſuffer- 
ings. Love is as it Were, imprinted in our 
nature, and When this love is under proper 
ev nment; man loves God more than all 
ne creatures, and even more than himſelf. 
152 deplorable cafe, that we ſhould have 
Doeryerted the excellent order of our na- 
lune, as not to direct this mote 57 recious trea- 
42 ot love towards the ſov creign good, but 
do Ourſelves and a oP DO or ecting 
Centures of this wor Id. This fo much aft}; s 
tide no 2 Are ind. bed 45 euch Of God, 
nal they con ald, as it w ere, pour down foods 
(t tears a ſenſe, that our hleſled Re- 
Pecmo 10 14s we AN „Wit Eu 10 much 
CITING? „ tram thoſe he Its tor whom he 
don his life, and on u. hole behalf ke 
ing forth his prayerstohis Father 
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Here thy treaſure 15, there wil, thy be: 27 
alſe, Mat. vi. 21. Inquire carefully v 
that treaſure which thou loveſt the moſs; 
if in God or the creatures. It thou loy 
God with uprightuets, thou wilt continua 
ſigh after him, as one oppreſſed wich! 
burning thirſt, As the hunted hait pantet! 
after the water-brecks, jo doth my foul aft: 700 4 
O God, is the language of all truly longing 
hearts. We cannot more acceptably fe 
God, than in thus dchinng to keep neat 
him, alw ys keeping watch over our heats, 
Prov. iv. God loves the heart ; be loch 
not at w 555 is outward ; he looks not a 
man looks, who ſecs that only which th! 
natural eye perceives ; but he looks cva 
into the bottom of the heart, 1 Sam. * 
16. He regards only a lively elmer n iv 
divine and virtuous things. Thoſe vo 
done by men with eſteem and ee arch 
of themſelves, are diſagreeable to God 
Wherefore all thy works ſhould proce 
from an heart ſincerely given up to G96 
having the good pleature of him, to When 
all things belong, ſolely in view. Wh erctor 
in the uſe of thoſe gilts and comforts whil 
he affords us, we e to ſeek nothing d 
his glory and mot holy will, 1 Cor. x: zl. 
is ſcarce to be expreiled, how much (0. 
loves a man ſo diſpoled, and how abundai 
ly he opens to him his hidden treaſure « Go 
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ways inclined and ready to receive every 
* e who in fince rity of heart, is willing to 
be converted to him, who empties and frees 
himſelf from the creatures; he, as it were, 
ne to meet fuch a man, and cmbraces 
. with ſwectneſs and love, Lute xv. 20. 
We can wiſh for nothing, but what is to 
be found in God. Doſt thou with for love, 
or fidelity, for truth, for com fort, all theſe 
re found without meaſure, and in the molt 
periect manner in him? Dolt thou delire 
beauty; he is beauty it{elf? Doſt thou deitrc 
| ightineſ ; he is the Almighty 7 Doit thou 
1 tor riches; he is the maſter of all things! 
Thus chou wilt find in the only fovercign 
i od, which is God, ail thy heart can deſire 
i the 100k accompiithed manner. Where- 
25 rive tar from thee all the creatures, in 
er chat thou mayeſt, without ceaſing, 
ue up thy ſpirit to the Creator, and thus 
in his preſence. For whilſt the crea- 
tc, tilt remain, with affect ion, imprinted 
in thy mind; wl Milt thou yet eſteemeſt theſe 
ente things, as matters of weight, thou 
haſt hut ver y little love for God, and art fill 
h i {ranger to that which is heavenly, 

ain 1141-5. 
un thytelf each moment towards God, 
he to good, that all thoſe who ſeek him 
un tncerity, will obtain all things trom 
n Z xv. 19. He not only clears them 
| II 2 from 
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from the puuithment they have merited, 
but alſo delivers them from their fins, Le 
us therefore look diligently unto him why 
gives thoſe good deſires and operates thro 
his grace, to the perfecting of them; car: 
fully obierving the day of our vilitation, 
hat it pals not over, Iſa. Iv. 6. Seek ye tl; 
Toru while he may be fund, cal! ye upon hin 
while he is near. 


. 


Fw we may attain to a ſtate of purity and at 
union wit) God ; and the neceſſity we art un 
cf reeping eur affections looſe fromthe creatuici, 


F thou deſires to attain to that purity 2nd 
perfection which the goſpel propos 
thou muſt keep in filence and retirement x 
much as thy ſeveral duties will peruatt, 
avoiding the converſation of men; alva; 
ſecking for time and opportunity to medi 
tate on God and heaven. Keep the door 0 
thy ſenjcs ſnut to all vanity ; ; and the doc 
of thy heart and reaſom cloſcd to all images 
and impreſſions from paſſing objects. Thou 
gugliteſt alſo to hold the power of tity ace 
Gres at liberty from all that can bind thy 


freedom, and engage thy will in affecuon el 


ſolicitude oranxious care for the things of thi 
lifes 


E 


e; and having thus gathered together thy 
deſires and thy reaſon, turn them towat ds the 
ſovereign and only good, and reſt quict 
there, thus thy mind will be raiſed above 
temporal things, and ſet upon God, 11 4 con- 
tzuual contemplation of him, F/alnz cxxi. 
We malt, as it were, bind ouriclves to God, 
in an entire reſignation to his holy will, 
keeping our eyes upon him, and receiving 
every th "ng as coming from his immediate 
bn But as we cannot always dwell in a 
dy contemplation ot God, we ought, as 
ach 45 is in our power, to perſey ere in ſuch 

2 \ fate. And when we tind ourielves de— 
Prived of the fight of God, don't let us reit 
lausüed under thisdepriva tion, but turn into 
ou ſelves, gather all our inward ſtrength in 
order (o {eek after God; p even tho? it ihould 
e an hundred times in a day, and we ſhall 
had dauy more cafe and ſatistaction in this 
about; jo that it will be eaſier for us to 
think ©: 5 God in retirement, than it was be- 
o e to he ſcattered in the multitude of ob- 


LN thou deſires to make any p; ogreſs in 
nis Way, zrememb er that God. 15 every ma- 
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= S; FCULET RE VI E, and thy. defir ES 7 172 {rom all 
1 and live 0} earti!y things. Hold the 
* 

Ucnotlh of thy imagin: ation dirccted towards 


God, 
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God, and attach thyſelf to him, as to the 
ſovereigu good, with fervent love; that 60 
thy whole toul, with all its faculties, may he 
| gathered! in God, and become one ſpirit with 
him: This is in ſhort, an abſtract of the 
foundation of all happiness. It is by thi 
means thou fhalt receive all that is moſt ſub- 
Ime and pertect, to which very few attain, 
becaute m. * people are jo much taken un 
with ſolicitude and love of earthly comtorts 
But R 1505 the hidden wiſdom, which 
the heavenly doctor himiſelf has wicribed, 
thro' his divine 2 in the hearts gf 
thoſe who ſleek him, with an huinble cont: 
dence and fcrious defires, in a quiet ſilence 
and renouncing all flechly freedo ms, to the 
utmoit of their power. God often manifeſts 
more of himſelf to a ſimple country nan, 
or to a weak woman who are in this frame 
of mind, than to thote wiſe ones of the wort, 
whote knowledge is not founded on 1 tr: 
hu. nility of heart. Mat. xi. 25, It is a mot 
deplorable caſe, that we who were cre 
for to be partakers of this ſublime gracc; 
who are called to it, who may receive it cot 
tinually, trom God, ſhould acglect 1 it in the 
life, to ſuch a degree as may "occaſion ou 
being eternally de -prived of it. 
The foul of man is placed between time | 
and eternity ; if it turns towards tune, 
torgets eternity and all divine things ap} 
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lictle and at a diſtance, as an object appears 
mall when we be -hold it afar off. In this 
world the body is, as it were, in its own 
country, ſurrounded with natural conveni- 
ENCES, which are as its friends, by whom it 18 
utinually ſerve ed, as meat, drink, and a 

errelirial things! But the ſpirit | is here es 
low i milery, its friends having their reit- 
dence in heaven, Phil. ui. 20. Wherctore 
che body mult be Kept under, by mortillca- 

n tnro watching and prayer, 1 Cor, ix. 
„ thou defirett to attain to a pure and 
wine fe, Giipole thyiclt as tho' thou wert 
% die cach moment, Gal. 11. 20. as in effect 
mou uu 1111 oon leave {tt 18 body. Imagine 

tiy ul to be already ſeparatcd from the 
war and united to God for all e eerily 

this Wil thew the emptincſs of los er thin 95. 

nacavour, by the help of thy ſuperior fa— 
culties, to remain always with God, whiltt 


with AY inferior thou ſubmitteſt thy elf on 
earth. zunch fink into thy proper nothingneſs 
I arofornd humility. Thou 08 "ntcit to 
We temporal things only for neceſlicy, 5 


dd IF {ht oy APPy etc rnity * hich ought 40 
Vi the ene chou propoſeſt do atiain. 

SHUN n. eedloiy einployments, and conver- 
fations „ and every attachment to the crea- 
ven with ſuch as may appcar will 
tech; uch converſe often brings muc 
Hane! the ſpiritual mind; . HT TER2 
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we ought to give great attention in this re. 
inect, and endeavour to maintain a due con. 
verſe with God. We all fr: equently ex 
perience the falſhood and natuthfulneſs of 
iuch ſupports, even in thoſe from whom ws; 
expect to receive much comfort. God is t5 
be met with in a more eſpecial manner in 
retreat and folitude, 1/2. xxx. 15. Hy. il. 14. 
\Wherefore be filent, Kee p thy felt diſeagagad 

from men, and gathered into thyſelf, Seck 
rather the time and place where thor march 
be alone, and fly the tumults and the. 
gers of the world. If thou really deli 
make a progreſs inthe chriſtian lite; bead 
cd (in true charity) contract no familiarity 
with any who are not poſſeſſed of tice dis 

2 ſitions; make ſhort wo ik with all others 
auſwer them with kindneſs, in few word: 
and if ſuch a behavi jour Cauſe ſome to 5 
oflonded or to [pcak evil of thee, endeavour, 
thio grace, to ins it without unealinels 0! 
ILUFMUrnT, 

[t is better, for thee, that God ſhould be 
thy friend and thy protector againſt all mec 
who may be ag ainſt thee, than if all t. 
creatures were on thy ſide, Wes God ſhow! 

on that account be againſt thee. 

Keep thy outward man in tranqui thty, and 
thy oat; it purity ; . for } urit y and ig noccl- 

afford more non rledroand v TIO than 
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tur tell from the creatures; and if any acci- 
dent befal thee, be not haſty to come out of 
double, for he who makes haſte to get from 
under trouble, will not find ſuccour from 
truth. Let the dead bury their dead, but re- 
maiu quiet in thyſelf; as if thou hadſt for— 
got thyfelf, truſt in God who will provide 
that is nec efJary for thee. 

chou delireſt to be united to Ged, thou 
mail relign thy own will, thy car nal cares 
ml delights, in order to obtain this ſovereign 
ooch: It thou expecteſt that God will take 
his re! 790 70 10 thy heart, it muſt be empty 
and thou muſt be poor in ipirit 
andprofcrve 2 free from lolicituide,2 Trim. Ii. 3, 
den will the ſun ot righteouſneſs mar- 
vclouſlv 2 therein. Keep out ot chy 
Ind 4! thoſe images and figures which will 
: prefer ng themf-lves to take poſſoſſion 
thy mind and heart, retain them not with 
ee, and they will toon vVanith AWay 5 for 
unages of the creatures mutt be eraſed out 

ty mind, that the mind of Chriſt may be 
arrive therein: Neither ſuffer thy will 
ve xcd in any thing, but let it reſt upon 
700 none, P /alm [exit 25, Preſerve thy 
kart in 1 mplicity, and Keep cloſely in ward 
ith at! thy itrength ; thus m ayeſt t thou re- 
ii hem and unſhaken in the divine unity. 
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uch that thou mayeſt accompliſh the di- 


135 


de will, then will thy {oul pals from the 
1 Wounds 


— 
—— 
— — 
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wounds of thy Saviour's humanity, to che 
light of his divinity, and thou wilt, with 
delight, begin to taſte that which is heaven}, 
Itthou can'{t cven do nothing more, thant. 

{trip thyſelt from all imaginations, and tre 
all felt-love; attaching thy {elf to God alone 
there is no temptation can overcome the: 
Be not caretul what derition and ſcorn th 
haſt to meet with; what perfection thou hl 
to ſuſfer; the word of God, which is God him: 
{elf has ſeparated thy body trom thy {pint | 
that thou looks upon a ſenſual man fo far 
as to think little of him; for the foul in th 
ſituation is more united to God, whom ! 
loves, than to the body it animates : Wald 
carefully over thine inward man, for in hg 
18 contained all the happ ineſs of man, Pr: 
iv. 23. Remain fixed in watching over thy 
elt, fill thou art freed from ſelfiſhneſs, . 
ture mult alw ays be watched over, Cor. ! 
27. and one miſsſtep produces another. : 
Keep clear from every thing which 1! 
captivate thy will; do not ſeek to pleaſe it 
fleſhly appetite, any farther than whit | 
necellary ; feed it with ſuch temperances 
may fit thee for farther good works. - 
always inward, for it is there that all“ 
will be made known to thee, and where (1 
wilt be tangit what thou ought'tt to cod 
to leave undone. 


Pals thro” all the accidents of life, as by 
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that which thou holdeſt in little eſteem; be 
concerned only for that which is neceſſary . 
ſuller not thy mind to be affected by w hat 
may happen to thee, whether it be good or 
back; entruſt all into the hands of God, 
and e. endeavour to preſerve, in ſimplicity, the 
wech, ace of God in thy heart, And it chou 
ul. 5 Dprchen 4 thou haſt loſt this com— 
fort, be ad all thy ſtrength to remove all ob- 
(cles, in order to its return tothee. Thote 
wha on clpouſed to God, ought rather to 
ſuſter death than voiuntar ily to do any thing 
which may ditpicaſe God: N. othing ought 
to give joy to ſuch an one, but God alone, 
ind that which pleates him: For to his pene- 
rating eyes all things are preſent. As often 
a man turns his heart towards God in 
rue conf: 1 ſo often, tho' ſometimes 
1 bly. docs he receive of the holy ſpirit, 
geln ſupply of grace. When a man, in 
veep humility, ſincerely labours to draw 
bar to God, this real and fincere return ta 
bod, will infallibly be rewarded : Whilſt 
tor a other works, where the honour of 
bod is not the principle end, we muſt ex- 
pet but a flight recompence. Do not ſcat- 
"thy ene in out ward words and actt- 
bs, for thele are productive of great diſſi- 
vition, but, with Mary of old, chuſe the bes- 
« part, Lute x. 42. Don't looſe time in 
N17 hither and thither, of en 
I 2 9 
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of this or the other, for this is the manner 
of thoſe who have little good in them: Tho 
mayeſt thereby ſo ſcatter this ſtrength, as 
not to recover it in tw enty years, it ever. 
Seek rather, always ſolitude, and ſay withir 
thyiclt, He whom 1 fees 75 hows all ſenſes, . 
comprehenſihle to reaſon; it is a pure heart acid 
dejrre: and receives him. This is be, al: 
eohich Ke, Pſalm Ixxm. 25. Whatever at 
a, ne, I will bear it and travel on. 

When thou thus witnefleit, this Lord cf 
all Lords fitting, as it were, on throne ot thy 
ſoul, he will enhghten thy heart and fo in. 
flame it with his love, that thy faculties wil 
be {ſtrengthened and made participatcrs 0i 
the divine nature. Wherefore thou necdelt 
no other exerciſe but to bring thy will 
{ubmiſhon to the will of God; and to mak 
an entire offering up of thyſelf on all cc 
lions; and thus wilt thou return to Goc. 
from whom thou doit proceed, Wait“ 
the Lord, be courageous and intrepid in {ut 
ferings. Tea attend on Cod co, /eantly until ti 
time of thy deliverance beaccompliſhed, 


E 1 
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t toe oug bt to attend ts the motion of Gd 
. e P ; HE PR ” . - 7. ; = 
ſoitit, within us, and labour to preſerve it. 
vreſonie, even whilfl employed in outward 


RI thou delirous of being favoured 
N by grace, abaſe thyſelf, deeply, at the 
feet of God. the incshauſtible fountain 
of divine love, from a ſenſe of thy nothing- 
neſs nd vanity. Pray, humbly, to him that 


he may en: able thee to glorify him; ve 
deeply abaſed in the center of thy h ;cart 
there wart tora revelation of the will of God? 


1dcep ſilence. Ceaſe from running hither 
nd tlither, for this exerciſe is better than 
then could'ſt move the whole world, Tf 
u art in doubt what may be moſt agrec— 
we to God, inquire into thyſelf, and join 
with that P bart which is moſt oppolite to na— 
ure; or this 18 the ſafeſt dice and that to 
wil nature is the molt inclined, is the 
NO io1btfub. 

mite are thoſe who look outward, when 
wt, by his ſpirit, would draw them in- 
ard. and who ſeek to be inwardly gather— 
ed, Wan le cal Is them to outward lervice; 
us they join not with, but ret God's will. 
Sanne 


E 

Some undertake mighty things, ſo that ft 
appears as tho' they were like to become ex. 
treordinary people; yet many of thele ar; 
apt to return to their old courſe of life, to 
join with nature and to ſeck comtort in th- 
creatures. Others come on with courag: 
and paſs, as it were, thro” fire and wach, 
but not having paſſed thro' death, tho' they 
cndeavour to gather inward, cannot com: 
to any ſettlement, but meet with much a 
guiſh and pain; the ſooner thete people die 
to themſelves, the ſooner they attain to 
peace 

As many diverſities of diſpoſitions as there 
are amongit men, fo many different means 
doth God uſe to lead us to peace. Thu 
Khich is the lite of one, is the death ot ano- 
ther; wherefore grace is diſpenſed, in com- 
mon, according to the frame and di{politon 
of men. Be careful not to endeavour to 
imitate other men's ways, except it be 
their e/ential! virtue, for the eſſential pal! 
which leads to God 1s but one and alwa!s 
the fame. Nevertheleſs attend to thy re! 
gious call, and inquire what God requic 
of thee. He who properly attends to wi! 
patles in the inward center of his heart, 912 
is rightly ſenſible of his natural corrupticn 
wilt renounce himſelf, and follow God, 
that path into which he pleaſes to lead him; 


ſuch an one remains flable in himſelf, and 


receive 


* „ " _— 


1 


receives all which happens to him, whether 
award or outward, as coming from the 
Manch ot God. He ſubmits to God's hidden 
ment, having the will of God and not 
bimlelf fncerely in view. 5 will not be in 
wubt wy he onght to do, and will toon 
wvorcome all obſtacles, however {trance and 
aüicult FO may be; {:ch a ſtate is of more 
etl _ the moſt ſublime exerciſes, God 
will not permit ſuch a man to go aſtray, 
ere er e Ys ous his way nm; ay be. 
\ continual attention to one's felt is dit— 
licult in the . but it becomes eaſy, 
When 4 man truly proves his w! hole life, his 
Wiys, bis Words and habits, in order to dit 
cover i 41273 are agreeable to the will of 
„he will learn to know himſelf and will 
code cr his uns and be painfully deſtrous 
to be delivered from them. 
A\ man of God {hould accutom himſelf 
od, as much as poſſible, preſent in 
| Keep thy {pirit 3 in the ſame diſ. 
N 15 2, both in the time and out of the 
Nc prayer. Thou oughteſt alſo when 
1:01 pany, Rrongly to labour to keep God 
Mmetent in thy mind. Let not any thing 
u 1eett or hearelt be retained or dwelt 
n 1 thy mind, more than is really necct- 
7 | thy imaginations and thy ' deſires 
© d by tr. unge 11 1ges or a : diſorderly 
Ve; 55 What we lufler to be impreſled on 
our 


. 
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our minds, whether it be agrecable or the 
contrary, preſents itſelt, and will dliſturb y; 
hen in prayer. Thou mutt not be ſatisſicd 
with baving thought upon God, as a paſting 
object, tor ach th aghts ſoon vaniſh, an; 
where there is one thought ot God, ther 
will be ten others relating to tempor! 
things, which drive away the firſt. Where 
fore it is nece flary that we labour vigoroull; 
to turn our minds entirely towards (0d, to 
preſerve a fenie of God's preſence within, 
vith a imple and ſweet inclination toward: 
hun ; ſo that whatever happens to us, we 
may always maintain an equality of toul, 
fidelity and conſtant ſincerity to God, that 
he in ail things may be the principle objec 
of all our ations. Thus none will be ablets 
turn, or ſeparate us from God. And bewho 
remains thus united to him, will not eab!; 
be drawn into fin. But it is a molt deplor: 
able caſe, that almoſt every one deſcends 
irom that holy mountain, and fo far debalcs 
hiniſelf as to be taken up with things o 
e e no worth. And it is 4 tut 
prizing inſtancc of love, that our Lord Jen 
ſhould, ſtill, condefcen: 1 to viſit fouls, wh 
have been ſo unfaithful to him. 

But don't be ſo far miſtaken as to 1 
gine, that outward acts of obedience and 
chacity ; {uch as the worſhip of God, vilit- 
ing the afllicted, taking care of and adm 

| niluing 
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niftrir 5 to the neceſſities of the poor, and 
lch like, will draw thee away from God, 
(eff thou neglect thy duty under the pre- 
rence of more perfectly lerving God in ſpirit; 
It s lolely thy want of ſubmitting to he Fg 
ler of truth, following thy own will and not 
ing thy eye ſingle e nough to God, which 
tone wilt Aurt thee. If thou performed 
tmeie ontward acts 2 purely from love 

» God, he would make up all wants _ 
lefc1oncies to thee, ſo that they would no 
2 0 thy [piritual progreſs. And even 1 

ou loudeſt ſometimes find it difficult to 
guher in the ſcattered powers of thy mind. 
God can eaſily make this up to thee; he re- 
3 but ittie time to perfect his work, 
„rg f thy fins and thy attachment to 
the creatt ures doth not caufe à diſtance be- 
twist thee and God, neither outward works, 
nor any accident whatever can occaſion it. 

I wWretore it is not neceſſary to be very 

tous for the enjoyment of inward con- 

lation it Mia oh thoureman united 
o Gad, from a ſincere deſire of plea linghim; 
WM 418ccre will of pleaſing God cxceecs all 
dowments. He who Hnds in 

| 180 d Will A*. (a Gitpo! 1{1t10n to ſerve 
cannot be ſufficiently thankful and 
Iglo be very careful to preferve it to 
KC \\ ovulit thou know whether thy 
words, and actions are agreeable 
KN 
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1 
to God confider, carefully, whether thou 1 
more weaned from the love of the creaturs 
encreaſeſt in humility and art more and mor 
inwardly gathered to God; it that is thy 
caſe, thou mayeſt be aſſured that thou 
Nr owing in grace, but it on the contrary ty 
words and Actions tend to trouble and 0 
ſipate thee, it is a ſign they arc not whoh 
and purely directed to the glory of God, 
and that ſomething remains. in thee, 4 
which God is not ſolely the cauſe and end. 


CH AP XI. 


That we cught ts receive all things as c 
immediately from the hand of Ged ; an. 1 0 
e ſbould place our <vhol 7 La 
Ive Gt. 2 ace our Wanue 77% and con "ie 
en him alone. 


HE ſtrong will of man acting inc: 
poſition ta the divine will, is a price 
pal obſtruction to our progreſs cowards th 
land of reſt, in proportion as a man 1s mY? 
or leſs given up to do and ſuffer the will a 
God, ſo is he the more or leſs ſenlidi 
touched with things that happen to him. | 
He that is truly given up receives A 
things as coming gn che hand of 60%, 
eſtecming the creatures only as God's il. 


ſtruments. Hence his labour is, that neitkel 
| accident 


accilents nor adverſity ſhould be grievous 
to nim; knowing that if God is for him, no— 
thing can really hurt him, Rom. vin. 28, To 
uch a man nothing 1 is an cvil, all is cqual. 
leis not calt down by diſgrace nor exalted 
11 e He 18 able to bear pleaſure and 
rief, fweet and bitter, honour and ihame, 
it dealt aud lickneſs, elevation and abatement 
vith an equality of mind, Phil. iv. 11, 13. 
Heis Ways giving thanks to God, and his 
Te is ever upon chim from a ſenſe of his 
;els, and an afſurance that all the crea- 
tures are under his direction. Theheavens 
and the earth are as his book in which he 
reads and meditates on the mighty wonders - 
ot Go); luch a man being deliv -ered from 
his own will, reſts in God, in an inward 
= cc of mind, for in that degree that we 
dw elt truly in God, in that degree we find 
durſclves in peace ; and in that degree we 
ac out of of lum, in that degree we are in in- 
guletud „John xvi. 33 „ It is in this peace of 
the foul that God duels. and it is in him 
Wo i indeed, poſleſſed of this peace that 
bod works, and makes uſe of as his in- 
Wann; Oh! how happy is ſuch a man, 
ISI! given up to God, his heart is pre- 
ery «rom fin, and he enjoys much divine 
mt ſteady labour to give ourietves 
bo dd, and to be freed from any attach- 
Tt the ercaturcs, is the moſt noble ex- 
ace we can be employ ed in; but the 
K 2 great 
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grcat enemy of mankind endeavours, with 
all his power, to draw the ſoul from thi Ia 
bour, by temptation to anger, diſquietude 
and cares, needleſs diſcourſes 8, vain ind ſub. 
tile ſtudies and other nutsſteps. Indeed 1 
a little matter will put us by; wherefor: 
be careful not to be ſurpriſed ; when in dar- 
ger retire quickly, as it were, under the wing 
Li: God's c care. In controverſies or «differen: 
„that may happen, give up all, that thy 
dar will permit, rather than dwell in con 
tention and debate: Whatever thou ſcet, 
heareſt, or doſt, do not ſuffer the thouglt 
of it to fix in thy imagination, ſo as that i 
may dwell much in thy mind, then willi 
not be a temptation to thee; and that whid 
thou haſt not ſuffered to be imprinted 01 
thy heart and memory will not hurt thee 
thy ſoul will always be gathered in its cent 
and ſtrong to reſiſt temptation 3 wheretore 
forſake chyſelf, whateve: happens to the?, 
thro' the immutable providence of God, * 
commit thy whole concerns to his care, 
Pet: V. . tor it is certain that if thou ww 
5 thy cares upon him, he will provide bet 
for all thy wants, both inwardly nc 
ety , than if thou wait day and nigit 
taken up with ſolicitous cares aud {hould'l 
conſume thy ſtrength therein; wherefor? 
reccive all things with contentment, flo 
God's paternal carc over thee, with an entire 


confidence in bis cverlaſting P 
king 
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looking upon all events ſuch as wealth, po- 
verty, Health, ſickneſs, good Or evil. life or 
denth as directed for chy happineſs, Mat, 
„ 

30d gives being, ſtrength and motion to 
all things, they have their numbers and 
wenlures, nothing can draw from under his 
divine pros hoes All things even theleaſt 
lin excepted) are under God's direction; 
wherefore when thou doſt not w holly e 
ide in God, but giveit thyſelt much pains 
and care; he often leaves thee in trouble 
and neceſſity, that thou mayeſtknow how 
far uch; own ſolicitude and carecan reach. 

04 is ſo full of grace and fo faithful, th 

in him is found all that we ſtand in Sow 
of, Mat. vii. 7, 8. and fo much as we open 
the breaſt of our truſt in him, fo far he lilis 
it; tor the riches of his grace are infinite © 
with;ut end. As we can never love God 
to much, neither can we confide too far 
in hi and the more that confidence is lirm, 
aumble, and reſpectable, the more and in 
greater abundance, do we receive what we 
ak, Dent. iv. 29, 21.—--Let not even thy 
Wi 32 4b hinderance to thy truſt and con 
tvonce, God can as calily forgive the m. ft 
enor 013 fins, as the leaſt and it is as im- 
pollibte for thee to forlake only One tin by 
tuy 01 n u rength as a great numbe 

ile who in his laſt hours puts is truſt in 
God 


> 
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God and gives himſelf up entirely to lj; 
care, with an aflurance that every thing will 
turn to his good, v hether joy or g: ict, and 
that he is willing and able to ſuccour! him, 
ſuch an one forces and penetrates into his 
h cart, in ſuch a manner that God (if we mu 
ſo fpcak) cannot rerulc him his help, lia 
Xlix. 15, 16. For if God would not ſuccour 
him, nothing could comfort him. He who 
aiks of our Lord that which ſeems impoſlible, 
wich entire con Malene will ſooner he bis 
requeſt granted, than he who aſketh little 
with a weak confjdet ice. For our Saviour 
himſelf declares, that every thing ts pojjible to 
mim that believes, Nat. 18.23, And he tell 
his diſciples, Mat. xxi. 21. IV batjcever re aſh iu 
my name, if ye believe, ye ſhall receive it. 
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Of GUY iN diſpofition to virtue; and how ve maj 
thro” the effa of fervent prayer, be enable 
turn a% vay from fin. 


TRUE chrittian ought, daily, by di- 
| vine help, to gion ftronger and ſtron- 
ger in the path of virtue, never allowing 
hiinſelf to commit the lcaſt tin, either vo. 
luntarily or thro' cuſtom. For habitual {ns 
prevent all progreſs in virtue; wWherefore i 
is 
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is 1bſoiutcly neceilary to watch continually 

over the roots of fin, in the heart, of which 
great numbers often remain, tending to 
dif orderly paſſions, even in t! boſe who have 
been lung exerciſed in the practice of picty ; 
ſich a: anger, natred, luxury and other 
os wh ich have often drawn away and 
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unk into perdition, even perſons who had 
made Zreat des ie s in piety 3 and had been 
much avoured by God, for want of havi ng 
carcfully watched over theſe dangerous 

bots. Lil thoughts an Id looſe imaginations 
atto greatly hinder the divinc operation, 
trouble the heart and drive from it the holy 
Pirit, which cannot dwell with ti: mpure or 
Ing 8 Sz theſe the more they aregiven 
way to, the deeper roots they take in ch 


The devil is always about us and mi es 
that to which he knows our nature i; 
moſt 1nclin 0, in order to firengthon lin in 
© walteth about as a roarin g lion ſe 7 
may devour, 1 Pe S n Ile EA 10 
hs 12 a weak moment off of our watch 
aud uciitute of devotion, when one of the 
194045 04 onr ſenſes are, as it were open, 
gu entrance to ſore bad thoughts 

Hl, 4 we are not on our guard he comes 
1 24G robs us of what we have. It is a 
d imentahle cafe: when A Chriſtian ſut- 
nde to be overcome by ſatan, more 
eipectall 


Wh 


eſpecially as we may obtain from God the 
moſt powerful help againſt him, it we {& 
properly for it. 

If thou wilt overcome thy {piritua! cne— 
mies, thou muſt ſhun company and al! oc. 
caſions of fin; keeping thy fleſh unde, 
with dilcretion, and driving away Litau by 
thy prayers, 

As won as thou art waldi of the motion 
of any evi] paſhon in thee turn: from tt, 
without delay, enter into thy nothingnel 

and halten to draw near to God, by a wik 
renunciation of thyicit; even, as 4 jo 
beggar and ſervant filled with fin. Lay be 
tore God, with a religious tear, the depth gf 
corruption attendant” on thy nature; con- 
{de fully in him and altho' he docs not im. 
mediately grant thy requeſt, do not run ont 
into words and dceds ; thou ſhalt be fate; 
for it is dertain chat chere is none but Goch 
alone, . 110 can and will deliver thee from 
the burden of thy fins. Thou oughteſt a. 
thro' a contemplation of Jeſus Chriſt, 0 
wichſtand the image of, and inclination to t 
thy tormer corruption S 3 for as God has 
cloſed great virtue, even in ſtones and plants 
tow args curin af bodily diſeaſes; , hon 
much . — thinkeſt thou, there is virtue 
contained in our bleſſed Saviour's ſafferingy 
to cure the maladies of the foul. It is there 
thou oughteſt to caſt thyſelf, at the feet o 
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1 : 
thy hcavenly Father, that he may vouchſafe 
o come to thy help, thro' the mediation of 
iis Son's ſufferings ; it is by this holy medt- 
ation, th thou mayeſt obtain every partt- 
cular grace from God. When we find 
ourſelves guilty of any fault, don't let us 
duell thereon, but gather up the ſcattered 
powers of our minds under a ſenſe of deep 
row, for our tranſgreſſion, having our 
recourſe, in ſimplicity, to God alone, pour- 
ng out our grief with deep lighs into his 
botom ; making fervent application to our 
tear Lord for forgiveneſs and grace in 
me of need; with a rene wal of our good re- 
lation of living entirely to him, and a firm 
confidence in his mercy. Let us not ſtand, 
as it were, afar off thro* fear of approaching 
um; our ſtrength hes in being near him. 
On humble application to God, confeſting 
nc torſaking our fins he will forgive them, 
dam. Xli. 13. ä 

God is much more diſpoſed to receive us, 
thn we are to go to him. Our daily ſins 
an Heer be more eaſily blotted out than by 
4 quick. tervent and ſincere return to God 
auch turning away from fin, to the utmoſt of 
or power, Wheretore continaally watch 
Wer thyielt, and maintain a mutual return 
10 the to God, and from God to thee ; 
With lincere thanks, more cfpecially as thou 
1. | halt, 


1 3 


haſt, ſo irequently, found forgiveneſs, thre 
the precious treaſure of the ſufferings of 
Jetus Chriſt, Zach, xiii. 1. 


n 
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How te ought to gather eur mindc unte Gil 


SERVANT ot Chrift has ſaid, 

thou wilt gather thyſelf into God, thu 
muft be divorced from thy Jenſes. fer God is af. 
rit, John iv. 24. Obſerve it thou haſt no! 
ſuffered fomethingto come betwixt thee and 
God, by giving way to a ſelt-ſeeking difpol 
tion. Be careful to obſerve by his light and 

race, the preſence of the divine effence in 
* how God reveals himſelf to thee in 
himſelf, and in all creatures. Gs continual! 
forth from thy ſelſiſfineſs and activity; (much 
15 contained in theſe expreſſions) and in 0 
der more diſtinctly to underftand them, thou 
mult obſerve that the more thy ſou! is pour: 
ed out, thro' the force of reaſon and the 
ſenſes, the more it is filled with imaginats 
ons. The more it. labours for that which 5 
outward, the more it is weakened and be 
comes inwardly tick as to God. For wh! 
the inferior faculties attend on their ov! 
operations, the coul is obliged to co-operate 
with them. Here the creatures dark 
pin 
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uit, and fo fill it with other objects, that 
the foul cannot Ice God, nor give itſelf up 
entirely to him. 

We muſt ſeek God in ourſelves, by the 
irength of a chaſte love, which gathers up 
al the powers of the ſoul, and draws them 
om all ontward diflipations and operations; 
that we may re-enter the inward rett, and 
the door may be {hut to every figure and 
ime which may diſturb the mind.— 
Wheretore let us turn our ſenſes. our reaſon 
auch gut Memory with love towards God, in 
the center of the ſoul, and there cleave to 
lum, in humble ſilent adoration, where all 
fought, 2nd imaginations are broug vhtdown 
and blenced ; it is in this interior recollecti- 
08 that grace begins its operation and from 
hence this pure ſpirit flows into the facul- 
ties of the ſoul. 

turn thyſelt in this manner towards God. 
amend thy evil practices, abſtract thy ten ſes, 
a much as poſſible from exterior objects. 
leis by ſubmiſſion of the will, by draw- 
ug ont trom the creatures and a proper ap- 
plication of God's gifts, that thou wilt be 
clothed with true humility, and receive the 
pirik-. For in order to do God's work, he 
bee a foul empty and freed from care; 
Gependin; on him alone: God has no want. 


df any thi ng elſe to do his work in us, but 
L 2 tha 


—— 


1 


that we be truely emptied and ſtand in put 
nothingneſs before him. 

Dwell under a ſenſe of thy proper nc 
thingnefs, thy natural nothingnel*, thy fin. 
ful nothingneſs, and there remain Ur 
And it, at any time, thou feeleſt thy hea | 
raiſed in love and gratitude towards ( 500, 
and finds a diſpoſition to celebrate his My 
jelly and goodneſs towards thee, do it witl 
humihty and return immediately into th 
nothingnets, there to meditate on this wr 
derful bounty as well to mankind in gener!, 
as to thee in particular; alſo, to contem 
plate with awe on his humanity and hi 
ſufferings. Return him hearty thanks “ 
all theſe benchts.-—-Aſk of him all tho 
virtues which thou ſtandeſt in need ct, 
ſubmit thyſelf, with all thy heart to bis f 
cret will, in an cotire ſubmiſſion of thyle!:; 
thus flow, as it were, entirely into God 
Embrace him, in a full confidence ; rept 
lent to thyſelf, at all times, thy Te 
ſpouſe, and thus paſs from the wounds 
his humanity into the light of his divinity; 
in this exerciſe adhere ſtrongly to the acht 
giv en in ſcripture, P/a/m xxxvii. 5, 7. 

at thy Way unto the Lord; truft alſs in hint 

pany he ſhalt bring it to paſs. And he /hall be 
forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, ard i") 
Jude "ment as the noon-day, Rey? in the Li 
and wait patiently for him, 1 
Thi 
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The creatures as they come out of the 
J ind 0 f God are 3000 111d] amiable, but they 
are not the goodnel s itfelf; nor are they 
hat on which we ought to fix our love.—- 
30d is alone the efience of goodnels and of 
love, Conlider that he, tho! ſo great and 
good is always with thce ; that hs looks 
up n thee in His inexpreſſib! le love, that he 
ſees thee, in all thy actions, thy words and 
thy thoughts; even a thouſand times better 
han thou feeft thyſelf, and withal is always, 
thro” his benignity, waiting upon thee and 
willing to receive thee, Wheretore labour 
rith ail thy ſtrength and defire to be uni: 75 
% him, in a pertect and eſlicacious love; 
at thy mothüngneſs and weakneſs may be 
quite tw allowed up and reformed, {o may 
'hov become ſomething in him, nd is the 
on true and truly exiſting being. 

1 Then confider the ſecret places of the Al- 
mighty ; for he is hidden in all things as 
ith, ha xlv. 15. ertly theu art a Gad that 
hideft | 1 0 0 Ged Iael, th e Samiciur, It 
15 f. 7 VellOUS « 'ONCET ning the Almighty, that 


ie fo hideth himſelf that we cannot pciceive 
as template his preſence, except at 
n Nh times and moments as he dipoles us, 
18} ws pit 18 e 
| And yet he is nvearer to all things than 

ey an 0-4 themſelves, who altho' le dwells 
: Nine center of the foul, nevertheleſs is hid 
4 
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to all the ſenſes and unknown to all outwar: 
thipgs, yet there is nothing ſo eaſy to be 
obtained as God, where a good will and hn. 
cerc deſire prevails, we may reach his in; 
menlity with a poor aud broken ſpirit. 

Thou oughtelt to eater upon the work a 
thy ſalvation, with a refolute and unſhaken 
mind, which in a lively and chaſte love of 
God, as it were, hates itſelf and dying t9 
all creatures, renounces earthly loves, da. 
it may cternally pofleſs God, in a pure and 
faithful love. And when thy merciful 4 
ther perceives thy heart thus purified and 
tending towards him, he will pour himteli 
mtothy foul, as the fun pours out its rays 
into the open air. 

When theſpirit is ſenſible of the preſence 
of God, it goes, as it were, out of itſelt, il 
that it has leaves it, and it plunges itſelf in: 
its own nothingneſs, even ſometimes ims— 
gining that its intelligence is more ſtupid 
than that of the brute creation. But then 
the King upholds it by his divine vartue, 
for the more we are abaſed, the more ve 
are cxalted, and we do not properly ſee the 
height of God but in the' valley of humility: 

Here a man receives ſo great light, and ſo 
much knowledge of the truth, that all that 
14 not God is irkſome to him, Pjaln xxl. 
is. The more humility he maintains in [11 
heart, the more hight he receives. Hence 

Procceus 
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proceeds great joy in ſpirit. The whole 

world cannot hurt him that is fixed in this 

= - neither can he cver fall from it, ex- 
the ſhould take a delight in himfeit, or 

wou attribute tohimfelfthoſe graces he has 

-tved, as tho? be was the author of them. 


* —— — Is — Io ws Go Wo - ⅛——-·ͤ•—ͤ—»— wu 44 Sen ene 
3 


CHAT, AV; 


ther we may be delivered from all fi deſires ; 
ith ſome account of the fuff ertns: TL hich Go 
permit. to come upon thoſe be "Prod 


* {1EN a man finds himſelf deeply 
NN exerciſed and nature 1s quite poor, 
ic 15, as it were, ſurpriſed and would have 

lmcthing to himſelf; he would willingly 
lot 09 into and under ſtand the work of God ; 

bo careful of ſuch an an inquiry, elſe the 
8 may leave thee in this time of need. 
vetore nature becomes wholly mortified 
many /orrowful things come to pats, for ſhe 
Is ſo corrupted fince the fall of our firſt fa- 
cher, ang 5 1s ſo vehement an inclination to 
Aist; herſelf, that ſhe would willingly have 

was 8 en her ſome object, wherein 10 
dcliglit herſelf, either in words or actions 
mon men or in ſolitude; and when over- 
aue em one hide, ſhe raiſes on the other, 
urs tceking to ſatisſy ſelf, even in 25 
| ts 
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gifts of God; fo that ſhe prefers herſelf i 
God in appropriating all things to herſelf, hy 
which Ihe deprives God of his praiſcs and 
glory, and imperceptibly hinders his git 
aud graces from operating in the ſoul. 

This immoderate love of one's {elf reign 
at this time in a deplorable manner in "al 
itates, 2 Tim. iii. 2. Nevertheleſs it mus 
perith and be entirely extinguithed, We 
muſt die to ourſelves and be entirely ſtrip— 
ped of our own will, of a vain complacency 
in furveying our own attainments, with de— 
light, as we el as of all other ſs, if We at! 
iincerely willing to be united to God; but 
this will not come to paſs without ſuſtainia? 
ſeveral grievous combats, by many victories 
obtained, and by renewedly making à act! 
ice of our ſelfiſhneſs. This is not che wol 
of 2 day, it will require much pains and la 
our before the mind can be drawn away 
from temporal things; and our own wil 
{> reduced as to ſubmit to God's will as wel 
in proſperity as in adveriity.,—---— Contrary 
things cannot ſubſiſt together. If we will 
have lire the wood mult be conſumed. The 
ſeed muſt die before we can reap fruit: !! 
thou deſires that God may always opere 
in thee, thou muſt retnain in a paſſive ſtateé, 
and kee ep thy faculties from their own Oe: 
ration, in a full and entire renunciation of 


felt from a ſenſe of thy inability and no 
tl ingne! 
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ching: 3 the deeper this nothingneſs is, the 
more cal is the divine operation; for our 
208 Fig! } teouſnefs is as filthy rags, Ia. Ixiv. 6. 
When God ſpeaks, all the faculties of thy 
foul niuit keep flence and muſt ceate from 
ton. This death and deſtruction of ſelf 
h heavy to him that bears it and his na- 
we fo preſſed thereby, that he knows not 
wintto do; this pain proceeds from an un- 
willingnets in the creature to die, neverthe- 
les we mutt neceſſarily pais thro' it by vir- 
tue of the death of Chriſt. The more there 
t lin and ſelllſhneſs in our natural ſtate, 
tue note ſenſible is the pain. Our falvation 
5102nc7 perfected in ſuffering and in ceſſa- 
152 of action, than in activity. In this ſtate 
Tenea with many hinderances, fur nature 
4 acts ve and would willingly co-operate 
a have forme object wherewith to eaſe her 
5 in, es PLOUS readings, religious converſa- 
uns, and the like; but in this ſtate it is 
betten © deny ourſelves of ſuch comforts, if 
dale 0 lupport without it. For the new 
"ity! birth will not attain its perfection, 
H not precceded by deadly anguiſh; and 
ry thing that alleviates theſe Tufferings, 
WIL provent that birth which would ave 
Per atcained thro! a conftant perfervance 


I dear Saviour conducts thoſe of his 
mom he would bring into the 
NF 8 {1 C4 Ak. it 
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greateſt perfection, by a path ſo firait an 
deſert that they are often fearful what wil 
become of them. He proves them tor ther 
greater advantage, as he did that good man 
Job. Sometimes he withholds, from chem 
all ſenſe of his grace, of his union an of hi; 
love, leaving them thus ſtripped and barren; 
as tho? he had never known nor loved then, 
This was the flate of defer 55 wherein out 
dear Saviour was 56 whey upon the croß 
he cried out, Ay G, God's hy halt thi 
 forſaten me, Mat. xxvi. 39. apr when 
learn, that! in whatever itate we be, either 
joy or grief, we ought to remain quiet. We 
to labour, truly, to give ourſelves vp, cv 
to all ſenſe of grace {hould be taken trom 
us: Our virtues moſtly procced from on 
Afflictions as patience proceeds from pe 
cution ; humility from diſgrace ; and iv 0 
all the reſt. | 

Sometimes God permits his friends to ix 
expoſed to many ſorts of temptations, % 
pride, luxury, helliſh envy and other {us 
which they thought they had already over 
CONC. 1 bey are ſonictinics expoſed 0 
checks of conſcience, to doubts, incredulilys 
blaſphemy and hatred of God and to dd 
like terrible aſſaults, which it ſeems 1mp0% 
ble to ſupport. These temptations are ® 
times fo preſſing that they ſeem {0 hae 
OVELCOMEC us: Nevertheleſs there is yet fon 


Pi 
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reliſtance in the ſuperior part of the foul 3 
Dit which is hardly to be perceived, on ac- 
count of the obſcurity and weakneſs in 
which we find ourſelves.—— This pain be- 
| comes the harder when the faculties of 25 
hal molt ſtrongly relifts ſin; 1 
Icfily liberties, for he who is preſſed dow 
with ſorrow, willingly feeks for conſort 
from natare; except when forbidden by 
the ſpirit. But whatever may be thy trials, 
vhcther ! ug it or hard, bear them with pa- 
ence, don't endcavour to withdraw from 
under then; but remain in quiet, don't turn 
away from the preſence of God, however diſ- 
(reſſin may be the thoughts which trouble 
tice; let them bern As they come, don't 
notice them, For tho”: all the deviis in hel! 
a! the whole world thould pour into thy 
{ ou] anch body, all their malice and all their 
impuritie 3, it chou art truly ſincere before 
10 and chy reſolution he to die rather than 
nary to cotumit any one ſin, they will 
purity thee in the virtue of Chriſt, and will 
Prepare chee for the moſt excellent gifts! 
l on couidſt only remain in humility 
00 truly given up, thy heavenly Father 
would not fail to deliver thee in a imtabie 
Une 3nd tend thee comfort, from himſelt, 
e manner which would infinitely exceed 
N 7 : 

de hy alictons. All accidents, whatever 
"cy be, will prepare thee for God, if thou 
M 2 wilt 
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wilt only note and make proper ute of then 
in ſilence and patience. 

[It is thus God often tries his children, aud 
they allo meet with tryals from thoſe with 
whom they hive, by hard words and violent 
reproaches, condemning their ways and 
actions, as mere folly and dangerous herch 
and crror, that thereby, they may be truly 
tumbled, as well in their own fpirits, as in 
the eyes of the world. For they muſt be 
faſtened to the croſs with Chriſt, naked and 
RHeſtitute of all ſupport, and fr-ed from 
every thing they werenaturally attacked to; 
ſo that their own will may be truly brought 
under ſubjection. Wherefore ſuffer with 
patience; forſake thyſelf, be circumſpect an 
keep ſilence, faying in thyfelf, Lord 77 
enaweſt I fees thee alone, then God will com 
bat for thee. Be thou ſilent. Ah ! it thou 
knewelt the inexpreſſible good which reſuits 
from this ſtate and how great is the love i 
God to thee,even in the pains he brings tic? 
under, and with how much eaſe theſe try 
drive away the evil ſpirit, thou would{t run 
to meet the croſs and wouldſt look upon 
chat day as loſt, wherein thou ſhouldſt have 
uo occalion of ſuffering. 

He who can ſuffer in patience, With al 
humble truſt, under the ſecret judgment 
of God, as long as it pleaſeth him, 15 4 
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of his protection, God draws him to himſelf 
aud! ft '; him with his love. 

Turn thylelt towards God, with all thy 
rength, verify in acts what thou haſt now 
1 retire into the inward center of thy 
heart, it is there that truth reſides; it will 
not be £170" a multitude of words that t thou 
wilt attain it, but rather in Keeping iilent, 

in ſu ering and rem aining quict, in deny- 
thy felt, and confiding' in God. Ever ſre— 
er what thou art, where thou art, 

hom whence thou (prune, and where thou 
wouldit go. Take alſo care What thou doſt, 

why thou dot it, and perſevere conſtantl in 
vutue and truth until death. 
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Velcrthing ſome weakneſſes and fratlties that 
at; etl { many pious people, the giving way 1 
Which proves a great hinderance to their 

NNavli/hment in a truly chrijtian life. 

0 | IS Uh . ſpirit nal progreſs is much hinder— 
\ ed thr giving way to ſelt-love of any 
kind, as alſo to an unwarrantable affection 
for Many creature whatever. Every love that 
tes Jalleflion of the heart of man, and 
| ich Kindles in him the deſire of ſceing, 
Kiruz, or poilcſiing any thing, that does 
nut 


3 1 

not tend to the glory of God, 13'4 diſord A 
love of the creatures; ſuch as is thelove 1 
deſire after earthly things; money, wc. 5 
houtes, clothes, books, furniture” and tuch 
things Which we may poſleſs, or make uy; 
of, for necellity, or for fuperliuity ; and 
aden un een ſeek after thro? fleſtily | liber 
; ſetting our affections thereon, in ſuch 
fort, that we bear with impatience to have 
them taken from us. Such perſons, as the, 
are eſteemed to have a propriety in thok 
things, as they hald them without regard 
whether their poſſeſſing of them is, or is 10 
ag! 'ccable to the will of God; this ſituation 
1s by foie {piritual writers called PRO PR 
1 the will of the creature not being fub 
ent to the divine will, which 1 

of thoſe who are truly poor in N 
their deſires be to diſo ngaged from what they 
potlcts, as that the * polſeſs the 1, A3 ths 
poſſeſſed them net, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 31. benz 
ready, freely to give up and foriake i 
when God requires it; io that if theie thing v5 
arc taben from them, by God's permit 
their underſtanding and will thould conſe 
thercto, without murmur. 
Another hinderance arifes from the de 
fire of riches and honour ; from tenfuail 
5 117:.0deratle indulgence, in eating 
inking, &c. giving way to vain, need: 


_ une charitable var and actions; lo 
Vil 
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vain curiofity and other diſſipations and dil— 
„hans of our ſenſes. It is by means of theſe 
things, that we loſe a taſte to fpiritual cx- 
»ciſes; for a ſenſual man has no relæn for 
1 ole things which belong to the ; whe ' 
gere the inferior powers debaſe tlie Ipir! 
1nd turn it away from the fovercign "ty 
cling it to take its reſt in things that are 
nile and vile. Truth allows us all that 
5 ble, provided we do not deſue to 
ſatisfy our fle thly appetites; for the begin— 
ung of the ſpiritual life is a death to the na- 
wal ſenſes ; and requires that we turn away 
rom all the creatures in whom we uſed to 
unde; in order that we may attach our- 
elves to that which is cternal and divine. 
A further hinderance in our ſpiritval pro- 
greis lies in Ihe good opinion we have of cur- 
pes, and cur hidden pride, this often arites 
| wm the efteem we have of our good works, 
ing ad other religious exerciſes; as alſo from 
the fweetneſs and! inward joy we are ſome- 
18 times ſenſihle of. Here the very pr ogreis 
100 100 chr 1 eke in virtue is itſelf a cauſe ot flum- 
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Ping eie them; this falſe eſteem of their vir- 

7 bechmes their chief hinderance, as it 
de proce: 40 om an heart unmortiſied, impure 
pit wm pong; lauch perions poſleſs all they have 
ing in pr 15 0 They depend more on their 
* ban works than on the freedom of the 
10 


cha, * 
er of God, purchaſed by the precious 
ſullerings 


B 
ſufferings of Chriſt, in which alone, they 
ought to ſeek for peace and reſt, Rn. ü. 
24, 25. Hence they tall into pr ide ; ' tek 
vain reputation ; look upon themſelves x 
of conſeque nce and are too ready to judr: 
other people with {ournels and paſſion. 
There is nothing fo hurtful in a fpiritud 
lite as pride and ſelf-love; this caſts many 
into p. erdition who had made a good begin 
ning and been once d:ivincly favoured, 

There alſo ariſes a great obſtruction to n 

_ eſtabliſhment in religion from a deſire which 
prevails in ſome to be eſteemed and tavoured 
by men, James iv. 4. Many, from a dete 
of thele things, do that which they onglt 
not to do, and omit to do What they ougit 
in order to gain favour, or avoid being ev 
poled to the jeſt, the ſcorn and hatred of mc; 
theſe forget the apoſtolick advice, Ga!. 1. 19 
Ds I feet to pleaſe men? for if I yet pleaſed men, 
I fhowuld not be the jervant of Chriſt Such it 
they do not humble themfelves and amend, 
will ſuffer an irreparable damage. 
An inordinate care for and deſire of earth 
things, isallooitena copfiderable hinderancs 
the apoſtle tells the believers, That he ted 
oveth tu car does not entangle himelfinthe al fan | 
of this life, Tim. ii. 2, 4. Nevertheleſs me yl 
are folicitous, and even torment themes 
to attain to many things they do not rea) 


ſtand in need of: In cheik the inchnat ON 5 
10 
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o much on outward things, and the deſire 
of the foul fo filled therewith, that it 1s poin- 
ful for them, to think of, and confide in 
Coch as they ought to do. We are indeed, 

exhortecd in ſcripture to labour and be care- 
fal for that which is necellary, neverthelets 
et the heart thould be carried away with 
Inch cares, diſtruſt and ſolicitude is u holly 
ftidden to the diſciples and believers in 
Clift, Mat. vi. 25, 28. Theſe things obſcure 
0:7 faith in, and dependance on God; leſſen 
Our okay ity to our neighbour, and expoſe 
05 to many temptations and ſnares of rhe 
devil, © T1. vi. 9.-—— We mult alto be very 
cretul to preſerve our hearts from bad or 
in FROM: ts, and even from ſuch thoughts, 
Wick tho not evil in themſclves, yet are 
not of nic. Indulgences of this kind {Jew 
die heart to be relaxed and vain; and to 
have hut little love to God. "Thoſe bad 
I and ſuggeſtions proceed fron the 
my and altho* we may not wholly give 
11 uſcly ves up to them, yet where they are in- 
lulge d, they are a great hinderance to true 
Pioty ty 3nd tend to drive away the holy {pirit. 

hey * wuntcitly lhew that there is a want 
"M07 cation, and that a ſuflicient watch 
not kept. If a ſufficient degree of cal 
prevailed we could not thus abuſe our time; 
1 theſe thoughts would, thro? divine help, 
Crowd away and the heart continually 
De recur 


3 
recur to the contemplation of Chriſt, an, 
meditation of his ſufferings. 

ITheſe hinderances and many more, whit! 
might be mentioned, mult ſooner or lite 
be mortificd, and entirely itripped of, thig 
the divine power, Eph. iv. 12. The reafun 
that they ſtill live in us, is becauſe we do nit 
cloſely enough obſerve and watch over the 
inward tate of our hearts. The foundation 
of the heavenly life lies in retirement, lena 
tranquillity and a cor tinual attention to the 
voiceof God ſpeaking inwardly to our hearts 

Thoſe who voluntarily indulge themſebe 
in theſe evil diſpoſitions, either in whole, u 
in part, will ſtill remain alive, unto vn, n 
will they be delivered, notwithſtanding that 
confeſſion of them, Prov. xxviii. 12. Lvel 
the good works of ſuch people are deli 
with tin; they can make no progret: in d. 
Piritual life: For the vices to Which they 
are ſtill attached, are like fo many thick veils 
black and hard, which cover the eyes 0! ths 
ſoul, ſo that they know not themiclves; is! 
the light of grace cannot enlighten then, 
becauſe this covering of theirinward eyes 
cars hindersthem, fo from ſecing and hearing 
that they will excuſe and even vindicate de 
practice, which occations their ſtill remains 
under captivity tolin. Thetye by whiclth*) 
are united tothe light is ſo ſmall, that they 37 
ly fall into great fins, and there is {carce oe 
amongſt an hundred of ſuch perſons, . 

Carl 


E 91 J 
carried away by death, before they are pre- 
pred. J t we could but ſenſibly fecl the de- 
1 ſtate of ſuch ſouls, who after they 
have been in à good degree enlightened, give 
way to ſuch evil! induigences, we ſhould very 
much dread the dangerous conſequences of 
voluntarily giving way to commit even one 
ſn, On tl other hand, how happy is that foul 
who dies to itlelf; how pure, how chaſte and. 
free from fin and of all inordinate defire; how 
quiet and tree from pain aud fear; united to 
Cod in ſpirit here and eternally hereafter. 
The ſum of what has been ſaid. is contain- 
ed in two denon that is in ſeif-love and 
n the lie of God. Selt-love ſeeks its own 
ay an age. The love of God ſeeks his will 
and gl or, and the advantage of others. 80 
ich laue as a man has to God ſo much 
l he deſpiſe himſelt, and 10 much does 
ie renounce his own will, thro? the power of 
God; Si A can go ſo far as to cauſe us 
to deſpiſe od; and the love of God can 10 
encreate, that we come ſo to hate ourſelves, 
20 gur own will, that in all things We 
W10ty renounce ourſelves for the love of 
6% Hence it clearly appears that e 
1nd 1 Ive of the creatures and of fin, 
I tlie ung W hich delileth the heart, and 
abit into trouble and diſorder. God give 
"$40, with entire ſincerity, to enter into 
| ur, and to love him, in time, 
0 650} with him in an happy eternity. 
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Or cnt we HO UV R:y 
REASONING TOGETHER, 
BTW A NT o FH PARA BUT 
EXTRACED FROM THE WRITIXNGS 0: 
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| ſea, ſhould reaſon together, nd tic 
one ſhould lay to the other 

Fellow drop! Whence are we? Canſt tho 
conceuve either whence we come, Or 00 
whom we belong, or whither we ſha! g f 
Sometlung we are, but what will in a ſhort 
time become of us, canſt thou tel! An! 
the other drop {ſhould anſwer ; Alus pol! 
fellow drop! Be aflured, we arc nothing; 
for the ſun may ariſc, and draw 1s up, and 
ſcatter us, and bring us to nothing. a 5 te 


other again, ſuppote it do? For all that, yt 
We 


S* P POS E two drops apart from (it 
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we are, We have a being, WC are {ometling, 
Why, vhat are we? Saith the other. 
\Why, brother drop! Doſt thou not know ? 
We, « ven we, as ſmall and contemptible as 
we are, in ourſelves, yet we are mem bers of 
the fea: Poor drops though we bc, yet let 
us not be di couraged: W e, even we, be- 
ng to the v Alt Ocean. 

ow? Saith the other, we belong to the 


— 


Ea, 10 the ocean: Hod « Can that be? Ss 
have heard of the mighty de of th 
vccan, —— We have heard that the iea is 
Teal ang wide wherein are things crcepint 
in, Nuiner ALLE, = TIN at they who go down 1 in- 
; che lea, in ſhips they Tee the wond: ers of 
es deop.—In the fea alſo we bes: 
ere be trefe mighty rocks, whoſe = tounda- 
ie unmoycable. Thou ſayeſt, chat 
of the tex, and belong to the ocean. 
ere 15 * 1116 h vaitn eſs or tren th in 
esche, whatever thou gay ett, we 
>2 of the ocean. 
„ rue, faith the other; for the pre— 
not ob the ocean, becauſe we are 
Jjomed to the ocean: And except 
a, and be diſſolved, as it were, to 
„ WE are nothin, T's but if the ſun 
Was us up, ſcatters us and dillolves us to 
nn 10 2 5 we are not ſeen to be fo 
men % ps, then are we like to be ſome- 
s ter then we ſhall return into the 


int 
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mighty ocean to which we belong: And 
then we are of thoſe that have in us theſe 
rocks, theſe ſhips and fiſh innumerable: 
Then we may claim and appropriate to our- 
ſelves, whatever may be appropriated to the 
ſca, or to the ocean, as well as any other 
drops; tor then we are united and made 
one with the ocean. 
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O juſt in like manner, ſuppoſe two 
k mortal men reafoning together :— 
The one in fear and jealouſy, and the other 
in viſion and rev:lation. What are wet! ſays 
the one: We are nothing ſays the other; 
we arc but a ſhadow, a dream, a bubble; 
not ſo much as the drop of a bucket, or as 
the duſt of the balance, we are but as the 
morning dew.before the ſun, and as ſtubble 
before the fire, and as ſmoke before the 
wind, rcady to be conſumed, ſcattered and 
diſſolved to nothing. 

Oh! tiys the other: Though in ourtelves 
we arc but ſhadows, bubbles and poor drops, 
and as thou ſayeſt, we are no more than 4 
drop, a bubble, ſoon up and ſoon down : We 


have no power in ourſelves, yet we arc, Wc 


have a being. Nay, we are more than Rog 
cam 
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cant imagine. - Why brother, what are we? 
Why? PH tell thee what we are: We are 
members of the very body of Jeſus Chriſt, 
we are (as I may ſay) fleſh of his fleſh, and 
bone of his bone: and we ſhall be made one 


% 
* 
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ſpirit with him, and therefore be contented: 
Thonenh we in ourſeives are poor and con- 
temptible, and apart from him nothing, yea 
worle than nothing: Yet by the grace of 
Gol we are, what we are: We (in ourlelves) 
cannot ſay, I am, or I live: We cannot call 
ouricives I ;>——T live, yet nd I, but Chrijt 
ell, in me; and in time I ſhall fee myſelf 
olive in him, and then I may, and thou 
may eſt claim the ſame lite, the ſame power 
with him; for we thall return into him who 
2 aimghty ; 'tis truth, we ſhall be diſſolved 
% ouricives, but we {hall be emptied into 


9 
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i, Who is infinitely vaſter than ten thou— 
and {eas or oceans. 

Ah brother! ſays the other, ſayeſt thou 
H, howcan theſe things ber We have heard, 
at telus Chriſt is God cqual with his Fa- 
en; that he is almighty, incomprehenſible, 
mmanſe, &c. We have heard, that he hath 
poser given him in heaven and in earth, 
bab he ries over all bis enemies, and treads 
tem all under his feet; that he rules them 
un a rod of iron, and cruſhes them in 
pes ke a potter's veilcl.— In us, behold, 
there 35 none of theſe things; we arc poor 
Ks aud weak creatures ; as little as we 

are, 


3 
are, we are full of nothing but fin and cor- 
ruption; we are empty, vile and deſpicable, 
not only becauſe of our ſmallneſs and no- 
thingnets, but by reaſon of our f{intulneſ: 

nd impurity. On! faith the other be con- 
tented: Corn cannot bring forth fruit ex- 
cept it die, but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit: Neither can a drop return to 
the occan, except it be diſſolved in itlelf, 
and from its own proper being: So, even 
o we, poor drops in ourſelves, we are 
nothing, empty, poor deſpiſed nothings, 
lets than nothing, apart from the immenſe 
ocean; but if we can be content ro die, and 
torſake ourſelves, then ſhall we return, and 
be madc one with that immenſe occan.— 
Could we but be contented to ſuffer our- 
{elves to be annihilated, and be brought to 
nothing we ſhould be made ſomething. It 
that blelled ſun of righteouſneſs would but 
ariſe, qiſlolve us, and draw us up into him 
ſelf, then we, even we, as poor as we be, 
{hould be united and made one with the Al 
mighty. The only reaſon, why we reman 
iuch empty drops, is becauſe we eiteem our- 
ſelves to be ſomewhat, when indeed we are 
nothing. Oh theſe high ſwelling towering 
thonghts muſt be brought down, that 10 
God himſelf may take potſeſion of us, that 
we may be joined to the Lord himſelf and lo 
be made partakers of his life and "nets As 
ED ong 
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1 
ang as thou art ſomething in thy ſelf, ſo long 
hom art nothing, and when thou beginnclt 
to be nothing in thy own eſtecm, then 
thou beginneſt to be really ſomething; then 
| FO ; Chriit beginning to ariſe and to 
exa Ut lümſelt in thee--till this work is done. 
Chriſt is Kept under and thyſelf is exalted, 
1nd it rules and governs thee and terminates 
the actions, however they may ſcem to 
thee and to other men, as much if ed up in 
themſelves as thou art (I ſay) to thee and to 
„lens in the ſame ſphere with thee, ep 
ett never 10 1 6 beautiful; yet 
Chris t is crucilied and SELF I s alive ITT 
et in the throne. As David fic, Up Ford l 
| ſt thou? Avenge 1s 11 our adverſaries 
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Cedis eepin men, till this Fr is hr roug RE 
oy in chem. 4:11 chou art laid low. "Gl 
i be brought down, be heathen are ex- 
X and te ſus Chriſt is eie down. — 
hefe things, We ought tO find | Hour 0 870 $i 
experience. Not only to hear and read t 
ere of them, as done in and by others; 
tt ſee and feel, how they are really c- 
[ted in ourſelves; for except we lec 
2 en f conflicting and reltiting ac- 
ed iu Us: Except we have found 
g man bound in us, and felt thoie 
and refittings that he makes, till he 
14 and overcome, we are yet in our 
BY. 1 0 Urſel Ves 11d C0 45 I OUT OW !L Wil - 
vi Can knou nothing; and in our own 
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Nrength we can do nothing; but by his 
wiſdom and by the communication thereot ; 
by his power of Chriſt, and by his ſtrength 
in us, we thall be more than conquerors; 
and we ſhall find the words of our Saviour 
true in ourſelves: All power is given to me in 
heaven and earth,-—— Then is the day come 
that God ſhalt wipe away tears from thine 
cycs, and thou ſhalt hear Chriſt himſelt in 
thee proclaiming, Behold I make ail things new, 
Then alſo art thou that bleſſed meek one, 
poken of, Mat. v. That /hall inherit the ear), 

The way to lite is being dead to the 
world, and dead to the ficth, the world be- 
ing crucihed to us and we to the world :— 
Come, I'll tell thee, thou blefled foul! To 
inch a paſs thou art now come that as thou 
ſtinkeſt to the world, ſo the world ſtinks 
to thee; as all things are ready to forſake 
thee, 10 thou art ready to forſake them: 50 
that thou beginnelt to ſec no excellency in 
any thing the world preſents to thee; no 
not in PROPRIETY, which the Whole 
world, ye generally all eſteem to highly ot, 
and are of all thing lotheſt to forego ; | fay 
to this man, even propriety, one of the world's 
chicfeſt goods, begins to die to him, and ke 
to it: It departs from us, and we depart 
from the love of propriety, or laying claim, 
with affection, to any thing in the world, 


but having it, as having it not, as 1 Gr: 
Tha 
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That both they that have wives be as though 
they had none; and they that weep, as though 
they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though 
they rejoiced not; and they that _ as though 
: 97 2 eld not ; and they that 1ſe this worl2, 
nl ab ſing it ; 3 for the faſhion of thi; world 
900 % away. Here is your meek man, your 
emptied man, your ſequeſtered man. This 
man is a man dead, and clean caft out of 
üght, as David faith, cle an out of mind; he is as 
abubble, that nobody ſets by, and it is his life. 
his glory, his riches to be fo, and theſe men 
are fools to the world, yea ſtark 1diots: But 
yet be contented, happy, yea thrice happy 
ie thoſe men, that are come to this, to be 
tins lad men. This was the condition, the 
bleflec! apoſtles and diſciples were brou ht 
to: Oh! But where are ſuch diſciples now? 
As the apoſtle challenges, 1 Cr. i. 20. WPhere- 
2 5 l the ferabe Where is the aiputer of this 
ur? Where are your great doctors, and 
vour bs arned men? Are they doctors in this 
hoot 85 the croſs of Chriſt? No! No! no- 


thing leſs: Are b dead men? Are they come 
to thr 10 ot others Pony: © " 00 Deaping up 
hes, and adding houje to houſe, land to land, 


1 nating them Ne and the eir N ity great 
n th, 2. 2uarid f Theſe things ſhould not con- 
cern , as men: And faith David again: / 
m4 broxen pitcher, that can hold nc ate 

Vult ſo is this man; ; he is as a broken pit- 
O 2 che er, 


cher, that can hold nothing: — Pour 
riches into him, pour health, pour wealth, 
pour praiſe, pour honour into him, or Pour 
into him the contrary ; whatever ye give to 
him or take from him, he is all one; it thoy 
ſtriiseſt him on once the cheek, he cannot! 
revenge, he will rather turn the other; dne 
him, and he will pray for thee ; and this hz 
learns of his dear Saviour Jeius Chriſt; and 
this he hath attained by being united, and 
by being made re with him; whoſe practice 
and command you know it was to to do, 
and whoſe niture and lite he partakes of, 
knowing atluredly (by real experience) that 
there is no other way to find reſt to his ſoul, 
but by forfaking his own will, and living 
free in the world and dead unto it and to his 
own proper will and attections ; dead to fri 
priety. This is the throne of Peace and rett, 
where God raijeth ip the poor fri ni the dujt, a 1 
{ifted up the needy 7 om the diunghill, that | 4 
may fet them with Princes, even wit the prin 
of is P. en hle, Pſalm cxiii. 7, 2. Oh! flow 
happy, and how free doth tuch a foul live! 
How at liberty and tree from thoſe Chains, 
that moſt nt arc fettered with? As Jove ul 
money, honours, houſes and lands, di iflract 
ed with hopes on one hand and fears On ti 
other, and are never at reit ; but are like (che 
troubled ſea, tumbled this way and chat 


Way; rolling to and again, and never voy 
Li 
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Pat chis man is delivercd, fect free from all 
2h things. What 4 comfort is it, not to 
ar ath,to account death his gain(ftor this 
dies daily) not to fear to antwer all our 
cmemics in the gate; for death is but one of 
God's bailiffs re And what care I, Which of his 
o/c ors, or toll-gatherers ſeize upon met To 
ok bi iy undauntedly on death, on tatan, 
n ſin, as 1 SE wing them all overcome and 
brought under? What a comfort is it to feel 
n toe our graces, faith, hope and patience, 
„ to revive, to live and flouriſh, which in 
ſormer times flagged and died? What a 
comtort is this to (oe, that when cicher the 
f mh wind or the ſouth wind blow, yet {till 
5 fe. Let him be in any kind of con- 
Gion. yer h1s garden Projpers, his soul 
tourilhes, and the ſpices thereof flow out; 
ray will be bold to ſay to this man: No- 
Vun. 4 rod, nothing a judgment; let 
od do what he will with him, he can fee 
anger, no frowns in any thing, but all 
wt comes, is to him mercies and loving- 
kindnofles;z he can ſee a nt deal ot com- 
ort in SCoqd's rod + Thy rod and thy ſtaff” 
th! by id) they comfort me. Then the rod 
no roc, but a hs our and a mercy; t 


tor he 

-xpanded, opened and given up him— 
ciiviily to God and his wi il: This is the 
mat lives with God and Hy £6.10 God, 
ſoul is at reſt, and none elſe but bis 


Jul ; 


E 18 
ſoul; for he hath in part poſſeſſion of the 
kinzdom of heaven a already, and the king. 
dom of heaven polleſſion of him, he havin» 
received the firſt fruits, cven while | he is 1 
the body: And now is fulfilled, and thc days 
are come, that the bride ſpeaks of, Cant. i. 
11, 12. For lo! The cointer is paſt, the rain is 
over and gone, the flowers appear on the oth 
the time of finging e birds it come, the voice! , 
the turilets heard in the land. 


N eminent ſervant of God, who had 
known deliverance from the dark 
powers, and experimentally felt the powers 
of the world to come, a few hours belore 
his death, expreſſed himſelf in the following 
words: © There is a ſpirit which I feel. that 
66 delights to do no evil, nor to revenge at 
% wrong, but de! ights to endure all thi 105 
86 in hopes to enjoy its own in the end; 
«© hope 1s to outlive all wrath and pod Br 
& tion, and to weary out all exaltation and 
6-0 aelty, or whatſyever is of a nature con 
© trary to itſelf; it. fees to the end of al 
tem ptations; as it bears no evil in itſel, 
& ſo ic conceives none in thought to an) 
« other; for its ground and ſpring is the 
„ mercies and forgiveneſs; of God ; its crow! 
hs 18 meckneſs; 3 its life 15 everlaſting love 
66 « unfeignad 
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untcigned, and takes its kingdom witl 


intreaty, and not with contention, and 
keeps it by lowlincts of mind; in God 


donc it can rejoice, though none cle re- 


regard it, or can Own its life ; *t13 con- 


« ceived in ſor row, and brought forth with- 


aut any to pity it, nor doth it murmur 
at grief and oppreſſions; it never 1 
oiceth but through ſufferings, for with 


the world's joy it is $ murdered. I found it 


ilone, being forſaken : T have tellowitip 


thi re ein with thoſe that lived in dens and 


:iolate places of the earth, who through 
3 obtained reſurrection and eternal 


7 | 1 95 b 
holy Hife. 
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FIRTU E, when ahſtractedly conſidered, often 


maxes but a fainl wprejnon Gn the human 


und; but when the lives of thoſe are ſet br 
fore us, who have adorned the ordinary fa 

CNS of life by a ſteady and uniform pur; 
virtue, and a che ar) ful and reſolute 1 600 
of the duties inc bei upon them, ther, 
S< arce any thing that can have a move ha 


influence upon our minds, or more efectua 


induce us to ſee for divine help, to rou!: 


Fre OM that lethargy and inactive ſt ate it tr 1 2 5675 


4 gener, aity 7 mankind are funk * 152 21 2756 
VICIOUS, and thoſe whe are en/avedf if 1 
tion, from a feeling view of the Haß 


of a UIrtUCUS fe, are ready, with 2 75 5 


to cry out, Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my laſt end be like hi, 
Nu mb. XXl1il. 10. 


N the life of the lady Er1za8BETi 
HasT1iNGs, * we meet with an ex- 
traordinary inſtance ot the happy effects, 
wich chriſtianity has upon thoſe who, b) 
joining 


rer) amiable veconut is given of the extraore 


nacy charity, pict 5 of this lady, by Sir RICHAAU 
Tr E E To the T a 715 Ty No. 4.2 » under th C char a TY ta L 01 
As pAS 2 She died 1 144 1739. 


C195” 1 
ining with the calls of grace, become will 
ns to give up their whole hc arts to follow 
its t> dictates, This prous lady's firſt principle 
ppears tO have been the glory of God, and 
the yvarity of her own heart ; next to this, a 
1toal folicitude and labour to kold all her 
aac ities, all her power, and all her fortunes 
-ntuually upon the ſtretch for the good 
4 aa men,weeping withthoſe that wept ; re- 
07197 with thoſe "that reſoiced; given to the 
| Pp tality ; tatig to the neceſſities of 
Ualnts, und to thoſe that were leſs ſo, havin 
or it the converſion of a ſinner, or the leaſt 
eu ance of it; but the care of all her 
cares was the ſtranger; the fatherleſs and 
the wi W; the needy, and he that hath no 
nelber; the lame, the halt and the blind. — 
in this place, ſays the author of her life, 
wont all tfay! or how can I expect to be 
benen ed! The bent of her ſpirit ever lay to- 
wards theſe ; She had a ſhare in all their 
my ings; ſhe would often converſe witl; 
im, and enquire into their hiſtory with as 
mich poverty of fpirit, as they were in of 
ward condition; the would ſtudy their 
cular cafes, and put them in the way of 
kctter weitare ; ſome of theſe were ever in 
4 toute, and frequently in great numbers; 
nd ir Was no neglect of her's, it any onc 
vent away unrelieved with meat, phykic, 
amen OL money; many of theſe that lived 
5 remote. 
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remote, had yearly allowances, and large 
tums illued ont into diſtant parts of the 
kingdom. Her ſtill larger applications wer- 
fixed penſions upon reduced families, thc 
maimtenanceot her own charity-ſchool, con- 
tributions to others, &c. &c. She was a great 
miſtreſs ofall parts of economy with reſpect 
to what ihe laid out upon herſelf; her body, 
ihe Knew, was the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which the believer muſt poſſeſs in ſanctifics 
tion and honour, wheretore her ſupport 
it in meat, drink and flecp, was ever bound. 
ed by neceflity ; for they that walk in the 
{pirit, as this pious lady did, die progreffivel; 
to every vanity. and dare not indulge the 
Hurtful gratifications of the fleſh, but labou 
to Kcep it under, as knowing it to be the 
ſeat aud repolitory of their molt dangerous 
and deadly enemy. Nevertheleſs ſhe fougi! 
not her lalvation by the force of her alm, 
highly affluent as they were; for the, 
though neceſlary duties, yet, the well knen, 
were not the charity of the goſpel ; not thai 
charity which the apoſtle Paul fo divinch 
deſcribes at 1 Cor. xiii. 3. She was fſen{ibic, 
that jeſus Chriſt muſt be revealed in the 
heart, before we can have any juſt claim (0 
diſcipleſhip, and that it is his ruling ald 
: bringing all things there in ſubjection to ll 
ſpirit, that was the great and only prin} 
of chriſtian charity. — She knew, that * 
Seca 
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great ſcene of religion lay within, in the 
right government of the heart; accordingly 
10 eye was ever upon her heart, to ſee that 
its principles were cleanſud from evil mix- 
" cs, had no taint from ſclt-love, were not. 
"allied with vain-glory ; her care was to oh- 
avo Oo ;c tendency of all its motions, how its 
\ruggles weakened in ſinful deſires, endea- 
during continually to nouriſh it by acts of 
[1th in che blood of her Redeemer. She ha: 
well Icarnt to overcome evil with good, 
lviter long, and be kind, to bear ali his: 
nd it ever by ſpeech, carriage or otherwiſe, 
he ſuſpected that ſhe had diſturbed the ſpi- 
it of any, ſhe had no peace with herſelf, till 
te had taken care for the recovery of theirs. 
Much more might be ſaid of the endow- 
nents and virtues of this true ditciple of 
us Chriſt, more eſpecially of her patience 
under (ufferings, and reſignation to the di. 
\ne witl ; under the painful diſpenſation the 
ul 8 through, during the laſt eighteen 
017% of her life, occaſioned by a cancer ii 
wr braut, which, notwithſtanding ſhe ſuf 
fred it to be ſeparated from her body, ye! 
the cnd occaſioned her death. This pain 
hp tion the not only bore with pati. 
"re, but even rejoiced, that ſhe was count- 
virthy to ſuffer, Knowing ner Saviour 
Mack uiicted 1 in his fleſh, and that as ſufler- 


I'S was the w ay to his pertection, it mut 
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alſo be the way to ours, this being the de 
clared condition ot our being glorificd with 
him, the tructt marks of adoption, and the 
moſt ſovereign medicine ſent from heaven 
tor dur cure. Theſe truths this truly pion. 
lady was to well acquainted with, that fi 
declared, dhe would nit wiſh to be out of be 
prefent ſituation, nor exchange it fer any til 
at any price. Thus with great mcekneſs aud 
tranquility, with chearfulneſs fcarce to bs 
believed, in perfect ſerenity and freedom 
ſhe conti inued her uſual life, till the time ap: 
pointed for the operation. When that tic: 
of deep trial came, the thewed no reluctance 
or ſtruggle, but endurcd ail cven without 
complaint; only towards the end fhe drow 
{ſuch a ſigli, as the compaſflionate reader wi» 
reads this, may do. Hence it appears, ho 
thoic that follow the Lamb with linceiit), 
are endowed with virtue and powei eule 
10g hom the true ſpirit of his religion, w me 
others arc unacquainted with, The nig 
following the operation was not ide, «04 
night of much cep, but 0! truly ceicttia 
reſi : a night of thankſgiving to her God 
tor the vit üble demonſtration of his power !! 
her, and about her, for his ſtretched-out a 
in her great deliv crance, tor the 1 
proviſion he had made tor the body and fow! 
holding all the powers of her ſpirit exencil 


ed in acts ot love , Matitude and adoration 
dhe 


now in full view, 


necdneſs of piety; preſſing 
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%e ſooner than was expected got upon her 
f. 28 with every improvement that could 
be made, into the tame way of life, that ihe 
hit been in before, wholly intent upon the 
or, y of 996k and the good of her ftellow- 
reatures, Bucthe diſtemper only reprefled 
Ora dme, roſe up with new malignity, to 
ho much greater aſcliction of numbers in 
tlie world, than of her that bore it ; for ſhe 
ad now been, for forme time, in the ſchool 
of afliction, exerciſed with its ſharp diſci- 
nc, and found its talutary effects. Under 
le 1tentments her hope was full of im- 
ruriihity, and the eternal weight of glory, 
made all her afſlictious 
. lu this near and certain e 1 of 
eath, her cher ihing warmth, like that ot 
un „tho' it might be moſt felt by thoſe 
yet alſo reached thoſe at greater 
Hance; witneſs the great unn Of 
le writ, and dictated to others, when 
„ became unable to write, full of ſweet 
, having for their argument the 
home the ne— 
and ſetting tc th its true na- 
witneſ; allo the number of perfons of 
00 N Who relorted at her houſe, 
1d the living power of reli: Zion in her, 
benclited DV her Wiidoin. With 
of theſe ſhe continued in heavenly 
baberences as long as the had ſtrength. Het 


life 
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life was near drawing to its laſt ſtage, but 
her lamp and her lite muſt be extinguiſhed 
together, and {he mult occupy till her Lon 
comes. Accordingly ſhe convened her 
houthold, to ſtrengthen and enforce every 
thing that ſhe had done or ſhewn them be- 
fore, by her (dying counſels; and would 
have extended this care to the Whole village, 
but was reſtrained by the phy fician. 7“, 
path of the juſt 15 as a / „uing light, ꝛ0 bi. 5% thiij- 
eth more and more unto the perſect day. The 
+ truly religious, whoſe evidences for hea. 
* ven are clear, rational, and well grounded, 
+ have a tide of joy ſpringing up in then 
minds beyond expreilion ; ſomething 
more moving and ſatisfactory than any 
one can imagine, but they that perceive 
it. —When they are juſt entering upon 
* the promiſed land, the ſplendor of the 
eternal day dawns upon thera, and thines 
as thro' the breaches of their ſhattered 
& bodies, and raiſes in the in ward man ſuch 
© carneſt of happinels, ſuch foretaſtes ©! 
&« joy, as enables them to paſs thro” the val. 
« ley of death in peace and triumph.“ 5» 
death drew near, ſhe was in tranſport, quis 
melted down with the impreſſion of glory. 
broke out with a raiſed accent into theke 
words : Blefs me, Lord! What is that ! fee 


. 1 
Oh! the greatneſs of the glory that 1s re vedleſ 
| it; 


„„ 
ne. hat is before me. And ſome time 
iat ſhe had ſo ſaid, ſhe fell aſleep. 

And now, reader, let me aſk, What miſ— 
akes or deluſions did this lady live under; 
or what wrong judgment did ſhe make of 
he nature and obligation of our common 
chriſtianity? Common I call it, fur it is one 
nad the ſame to every man, and to every 
woman, Wherever it is known, and to the 
Practice of the cilential and life-giving part 
of it, is every man and every woman tied 
down at their utmoſt peril. And if it be 
aked, what theſe are? Ihe anſwer is, That 
they cannot here indeed be well drawn out 
in pn ticulars; but two principal ones, to 
which the reſt are reducible, are, A fem faith 
„ and dependance upon, C hriſt And under 
tre help and power of his ſpirit, à mighty labeur 
. erfect that haltneſs wircts be hath taught us. 

'ndeed have not this lady's polithilities, 
nd c cannot give in alms ſevenfold more than 
wy expend upon themſelves; but there is 
carce one, but may give a cup of cold water, 
me! great things are promiſed even to that, 
tit is done in a right manner, and with a 
devout ipirit. Again, all have not near the 
lame dite ngAagements and ieiſure that ſhe had, 
nr hive in common with her, the fame 
command of their time, and therefore can- 
nat maintain fo cloſe an attendance upon 


Piituc exerciſes; yet neverthelcs almoſt 
all 


E 
all may, at all times, and in all places, pre- 
ſerve ſome tort of heavenly-mindednels, 
may ſtrive againſt fin, and ute their bell en. 
deavours to Ec ep themſelves unipotted from 
the world, and by locking up their ſenſes 
1gainſt tempiation, in good meaſure quench 
the tery darts of the enemy. And if 0. 
themſelves they are not (as moſt certainly 
they are not) ſufficient tor thetic things, ye! 
the grace of God is, if they turn to it, ſeck 
it ear nefily, follow its holy motions, and put 
themſelves under its government, And that 
all may obtain the grace of God, is certain; 
for it is common to all. Our gracious ane 
merciful Saviour, the ſure and faithful friend 
of thoſe who are helpleſs and heavy laden, 
repeatedly declares it to be fo, and the whol: 
tenor of the goſpel contains a gracious oli! 
of falvation to every foul, who in fincerit! 
prays to God tor it. 
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A Chri/tiows daily Converſation with G O, 
Exemplitied in a ſhort Extract 
GF TA 


HoLy LIFE of ARM ELLE NICOLA»d, 
1 perſon, whoſe daily conyer{atio! 


is here de! cribed,. x vas not long {inc 


a poor imple country maid, and fer vant to 
4 
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105 family in France. The whole conrfe 
ile was very inſtructive, and a moſt 
fait flog pattern of a true ſpiritual conver- 
(tan. 11s remarkable, that this perſon 
0 ferved God with fuch unwearied prayer 
yi 4 watchtulneſs, was fo ignorant, that the 
could neither read nor write, and was in the 
ſation of a ſervant, h employed in 
ninets and hard labour. Hence we fec, 
ry t the true ſervice of God 1s Piritual uni- 
e, plaiu and eaſy, ſo that no perion can 
© excuted from it by any pretence whatſo- 
ever. 
Lis not ſo much the changing of places, 
names, or modes and forms, ot any thing 
without us, as the changing of our will and 
1,377, that will render our fervice acceptable 
00. Hence the ſcripture declaring, 
it fort of change is to be wrought in a 
Pl, Mequares a trankation from darkneſs to 
eat, (Ae ho abs 18.) from death to lite, 
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. . 5.) and from being loſt to be found 
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| ba Lord give his grace to all that hear- 
is, always to walk before him at- 
& ben a a pious manner as this devout foul 
a! wherefore the herſelf gave the follow- 
bunt to the author of her lite. 


15 805 as I wake in the morning, I throw 
MY. 10 the arms of ay heavenly love, 
$7 0.14 into the arms of his father, I rue 


2 With 


„ 
with a detgn to ſerve and pleate him, and 
if | have time to pray, I fall upon my knee 
in his holy preſence, and ſpeak to him as if! 
really ſaw him with my bodily eyes. I give 
myſelf up wholly to him, and debire hin to 
fultil all his holy will in me, and that he 
would not ſuffer me that day to do the feat 
tlung which might be offenſive to him, [! 
mort, I love and praifc him as much and 4 
long as my aflurs permit; though very often 
{ have. hardly fo much time as to ſay the 
Lord's prayer. But l do not trouble mylcdl 
about that; for I have God always in m. 
heart, as well when't am about my bufinch 
wich I do in obedience to his will, as whiz! 
I retire on purpole to pray to him. This“ 
himſelf has taught me, that whatever le 
out ot love to him, is a real prayer. 

I dreſs my ſelf in his pretence, and be {hows 
me that his love ſapplies me with raiment, 
And when! go about my buſineſs, even tlc! 
doth he not forſake me, nor 1 him, but 
converſes with me; yea, I am then as al 
umted to him, as v hen 1 am at my prayers 
ſet apart on purpoſe for my ſpiritual re 
lection. Oh! how ſweet and caſy 15 all | 
hour and toll in ſuch good company: | Sonic: 
times ! PEFCeIVe ſuch itrength and ſupport 
zu my wind, that nothing 1 is too hard tor me. 
Nothing but the body is at work, the heut 
and my Aol burn with love to God, 
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Wien the body begins to be weary, or to 
cine; or to deſire unſe: ifonable reſt, being 
wprelied with uneaſineſs; my divine love 
olightens me forthwith, and ſhews me how 
10 uglit to ſuppreis thoſe rebellious motions 
of corrupt nature, and not to nouriſh them 
all, either by word or decd.— — This love 
l-2p3 the door of my lips, and watches Over 
my heart, that it may not in the leaſt con- 
aibuts to ſuch irregular paſſions, 
But il, at any time, for want of care, Lam 
pride with theſe or the like Faults, | can- 
nothe at reſt till I have obtained pardon, 
aud God be reconciled to me. I he vroftrate 
before his foot-itool, conteiling all wy taults 
% nm, and there I continue till he has for- 
21 1c, renewed his friendſhip with me, 
ud confirmed it more than before. If peo- 
e pertecute me, and by foul and unchari- 
e cenſures raiſe ſcandals upon me, or 
other way aftlict me; or if evil ſpirits 
tack me with their crafty and cunning 
3 then preſently run to my 
101 en'y love, who readily ſtretches forth 
15 la d arms to receive me, ſhewi; ig me 
| 5 he art and wounds open for my ſecurity. 
eh tid myſelf as in a ſtrong caſtle and 
betrels — And then 1 am 10 mightily 
egtiencd, that 1f-the whole army of hell 
Per, ether With all the creatures, ſhould 
Ie Up ainſt me, I fear them not, becauſe 
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| am under the protection of the moſt high 
God, his love being the hiding-place and 
ſaleguard of my foul. 

{t God at any time hides his face, making 
as if he would go away from me, I tell him, 
()! *tis no matter, my love, conceal thyſeit 
as much as thou pleaſeſt, neverthelets I' 
icrve thee; for I know thou art my God. 
Enid thenT itand upoamy guard more than 
ever, to be faithful to him, for fear of dil- 
Meat ay love. And at the ſame time per. 
celeing che greatneſs of my miſery and po- 
verty, i infilt the more upon the merits ot 
our Saviour. and reſolve to reſt contentcd, 
$60” it ſhowid leale him to leave me all the 
days of my life in ſuch a condition, But he 
nover ics me continue long under theſe ch- 
cumtiinces, and if I may venture fo to ſpeaæ, 
he. cannot forbcar loving me, any more than 
can live without him. 

uu perſuaded on holidays to be merry 

in company, I excuſe myſelf. For nothinę 
can be compared to the pleaſures of uy love, 
which are fo much the ſweeter and greats 
tor my withdrawing from all compas) 

* hatſoever. If pcople wonder, how I ca 
tay always at home alone, I think 1th 
ye: O! if you knew the glorious colt 
pany 1 have, you would not ſay that IW. 
alone; for I un never leſs alonc, than wats 
I kave nobody with me. The 
f le 
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The night coming on, aud every one go— 
ing to reſt, I nd reſt ouly in the arms of di- 
vine love: | ſleep leaning on his holy breatt, 
like a child in his mother's botoin, 1 ay, 
| 70 to leep, but being ſtill bulled about the 
bg and praiſes Ot my God, tilt 1 fall quite 

beep. r times this love roulſes up all 
my ſenſes, fo that I cannot liccp the gre ateſt 
part of the night, but I ſpend it in the em- 
braces of the grace of God, which never for— 
bes fnch a poor miſerable creature as J am, 
bat preferves me, and takes ſpecial care of 
17 

[tin the night the evil ſpirits hover about, 
0 to! mien or to ſurpriſc me, (which often 
i es this divine love guards me, and 
-b s for me. Tea, he gi es me grace too, 
5 reliſt them courageoully, as if I were 
wire, For they ſeldom continue long to 

zul me, unlets it be in my lleep. 

And this is the life I have led for theſe 
toy vears paſt, without perceiving the 
2A 1ange of that love witch was poured 

:1to my heart, after my kncere COnver- 
dn unto him. Nay, I have obſerved its 
duly increaſe, tho? every day it ſecmed im- 
pol. © to endure any addition to what ! 

ready enjoy. But truly, it is an inſinite 
ve, which fatisfies and nouriſh: mc, 19 
Wt every day I have a new hunger, tho' 
n:cthinks 


n 


B 
methinks I can receive no more, than why 
I poſlels already every moment. 


T HE author of her life fays, concerning 
the manner of her expreſſions, that they 
were always very modeſt, without any noi 
or vehemence : her common diſcourſes were 
always holy and cdifying ; whereas other; 
too commonly mis-{pend their time in ulc- 
lels converſation and unprofitable' talk. 

For a long while ſhe could bear no other 
cricourſe but of God and his holy love. / 
cannot imagine, ſaid ſhe, how a foul, credlel 
fer heaven, can be concer $2 about the ar 'F 
this cid. From that time, it ſhe happ 
cd to be in company, where the ſn! hject of 
the difcourſe was but indifferent, either the 
did not mind it at all, entertaining herlel? in 
the mean while with God; or, as foo" 5 
ſhe thought it proper, ſhe diverted anc 
changed the diſcourſe ; thinking it but lv! 
time, winch was ſpent in the trifles of this 
vorld. 

To every body that had a mind to be ac 
qnunted w vith God Almighty ſhe gave thts 
advice: To be ſilent, and to learn ) keep 
their thoughts together in the center ot f the 
heart : for this (Gd ſhe) is the beginning 
of our union with God, and by theſc means 
the ſoul forgets earthly things, and raiſes 


herſelf np to the conten mplation of heavenly 
objects: 
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(hiocts. We ought to loſe our familiarity 
with the creatures, if we deſire to enjoy the 
converiation of the Creator; a moment of 
d hie h doth aſlord more delight: and fatis- 


Fac! an, than all the lineſt difcourſes in che 


The real experience ſhe had of the in ward 
1nd ſpirttual life of grace, and of the mani— 
fol operations it was attended with, doth 
abundantly Appear from the Jarger account 
ot her life and converſion. 

ne time when her miſtreis was afraid 
tat Armelle was like to run quite mad by 
an excels of devotion, ſhe forbad her ail ſpi- 
cn exerciſes, and would not let her go 
ven to church, except on the Lord's 
lay SD : Armelle, being teritble of the 
alte ttep her miſtreſs took, imiled within 
eſe, ſaying, Truly, lam not mad, after 
oy Ve found 1 my beloved, whom 1 now love 
"ith ai! my heart. remember a time, when 
Was ſeeking only God without me, and 
bent was mad indeed. — This miſtreſs of 
8 eing of a four and morole humour, 
nlewecl a deal of ill-nature to Armelle, of 
ch, however, ſhe never complained, but 
der thanked God, that he was pleated to 
mage is a means of her fuller purification. 
dome teeing what me ſuflercd in that houſe, 
er entirely to quit that place; ſhe 
Pi, according to her uſual carneſtnefs ; 
Why 
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Why ſhould you have me to flee from the 
croſs which the Lord himſelf has entailed 
upon me? No, by no means: I ſhall never 
do it, except they turn me away by force, 
In which unexpected anſwer her friends en- 
tirely aquteſced, never prompting her again 
to quit a place where the had daily opporty- 
nity to practiſe patience and ſelf- denial; vir- 
_ ſo muck contrary to the whole bent of 

rrupt nature, and yet ſo neceſtar; Nas 
rig nel framing a chriſtian life and counter. 
lation. At another time the ſaid: It the fon! 
be but well grounded in the favour of God, 
and lively affected with the operations of his 
grace, all the inſults of the devil, and of the 
creatures, are borne with joy and comfort 
But this is miſery indeed, when the Lord 
himſelf withdraws from the ſoul, and lets 
her ſhift for herſelf. 
In what company ſoever ſhe was, he talk, 
ed of 3 more, than of being /2itb/ 
1 God Nothing dropped more from 0 8 
mouth, than. Let us be faithful, let us be faith 

ful ts the Tord. This word ſhe thought ii 
for any time, and furtable to every age 
Being aſked by her friends, whether ſhe had 
8 elſe to jay „ ſhe anſwercd: Don't 

nder at my faying this over and over 
again. I ſhonſd live a thouſand years, 
fhonld fill tell you the fame thing. For t 
zaithfulneſs, wherein the pe rfcRion of 1 
Chrlittan lite conſiſts. (0 
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Of the conſtraining power of the divinz 
REFINE has the followingexpreliion: When- 
ever | happened to adhere a little too much 
% my natural inclinations, (apt to ſteal in 
von the mind under the ſpecious pretence 
oineoefh ity) I was immediately reproved by 
the love of God. This divine love is like a 
careful tutor, who takes all the pains imagi— 
ale for advancing his pupil in the way of 
ea mit ag he is engaged in; and for this rea- 
{on keeps his eye conſtantly fixed on him, 
bock to correct his failings, though never ſo 
imall, and to prevent his being led away by 
any thing that might divert him from his 
chief employment. Thus, fays /be, dealt the 
Lord with me. He Kept me cloſely confined 
„ an holy awe and warineſs ; and when I 
happened by one overſight or other to with- 
draw, as it were, from his eye, he in that 
very moment purſued after me, and recatled 
me to my duty. But all this was done with 
ſo much love and tenderneſs, that it muſt 
ve x heart of braſs, if not mollified by fuch 
cadcaring marks of love and kindneſs. 

She often wondered at ſome people's dila- 
tory doings 1 in the ſervice of God, and ſaid, 
Ay 1 Cunning {etch and titr atagem of the 
«vi, to make people put off trom one day 
') another ſuch deſigns as might ſerve to 
change the glory of God, 1nd the good of 
Hur fellow. creatures. Jr, fad ſhe, if: 55 
R h, Apen, 
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happens that grace which at one hour offers iii 


to a man, in 9r Jer to ſupport him under ſome diff 
cult enterpriſes, i rs not ſo eaſily met with at ans. 
ther time. And beſides this, how uncertain 
is our life! nay, if wc were ſure to liv: 
longer, yet ought we not to linger upon tht 
account at all, nor to defer from one day to 
another what might be done this day. A 
man that is full of delays in the ſervice of 
God, muſt needs have but little love at thc 
bottom. Wherever love rs raiſed to any 220 
rable degree, there the foul can't rejt, 5ohill 
there remains any thing to be done required 
the beloved Aud this dilatory temper, . ſoy 
faid, was a great impediment in the way ot 
perfection. Many fouls were convinced of 
the will of God, but being too backward 
conſtantly to ſtruggle againſt the corrup! 
propenſities of their dull and lazy temper, 
they made but a flow progreſs in the work 
of religion. They ſay, to-morrow, t0-motr 
row it thall be done in good earneſt ; bu: 
that to-morrow never comes. The conte 
quence whereof is, that the longer they flat 
ter themſelves in their diſor derly and wont 
ed cuſtoms, the leſs able they are to reli! 
them at laſt at all: the Lord leaves thc 
now to their own will, fince they did no- 
improve taithfully what once they had fe- 
ceived. 

Her 
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Her humility was alſo grounded on a true 
and ſolid foundation. She conkeſſes, that 
the infinite love of God kept her undeſiled 
15 to the vanity of pride. I was aſtoniſhed, 
lays the, when I was told to watch againſt 
pride, for I thought whilſt I was well in my 
wits. I could not poſſibly be proud. I was fo 
tully convinced that everything really good 
was from God, that if all angels and men 
lad offered to perſuade me to the contrary, 
| (011d never have believed them, And 
this (enfe fortiſied me againit every kind of 
vide. 

4 Becauſe her love to God was fo great and 
fervent, the love the bore to her ſellow-crea- 
tures was alſo wonderfully influenced and 
named thereby. When ſhe conſidered 
tic woful ſtate of the wicked, and the dread- 
ful 1; udgment that is like to befal them at 
laſt, me then felt a more tender and com- 
micating love, and her very bowels began 

o ycarn for compaſton. When ſhe looked 
won the Happy ſtate ſhe was arrived to, 
un! the fevere doom attending ſuch profli- 
gate wretches, ſhe ufed to fay, ſhe feemed 

to herſelf like one that had been in a great 
torun at lea, and by itreis ot weather like to 
be caſt away every minute; but getting off 
at laſt late and found, rem «mbered now 2- 
ore the dangers his brethren and near re- 
ations were {till expoſcd to, being tofled up 

and 
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and down in the huge ocean, and left to the 
mercy of the roaring billows. Alas! ſaid ſhe, 
thus it is with me, when I lay to heart the 
the danger ſinners run themſelves into. V9; 
the more endearing marks of divine grac: 
the Lord has been pleaſed to bellow upon 
me, the more fervent is my deſire, that : 


others might partake of the fame with me. 


AND now, ye learned men, and rcincd 
wits of the age, come hither and admiic tl: 
ignorance and ſimplicity of this poor coun: 
try-raad ! Conſider how far ſhe exceed. 
your high flown ſuperſicial wildom, and the 
dark flathes of human wit and learning 
And was it Poflible for her to attaiu to th. 
beavenly wiſdom and divine know/edge, to ic! 
a noblenets and elevation of mind, without 
the ſcraps and aſſiſtance ot tical learning 
and philoſophy ? then truly there mui 
another ſchool wherein thoſe that #4 
the Lord, (Pl. xxxiv. 5.) e aide cet! 
to know the love of Chriſt, paſſeth all knowted 
Epi. itt. 19. Concerning which our Saviour 
was pleaſed thus to exprels his grate ful ſen 
timents with hearty joy and heavenly tri 

umph : I thant thee, O Father, Lord of he 7 
and earth, becat 2 t/ "GU ba 7 hid the 72 thi 
from the © wiſe hd 2 Rr and haſt rev 
them unts babes. Et Father . it fe? 

ed gead in thy „ig Gt, Ma th, xj. 25, 26. 


) 
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